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_“Sntury--the super cyclone of 199 


EDITORIAL - 


Them 
te) Souder F 
nth of October is significant in many ways for the people of Orissa. Durga Puja, one of the most 


Popular festivals in thi 
festivals in this part of the country, 1s celebrated in this month. People also celebrate the birthdays 


ofson 
ne of the great leaders of the country : Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Lal Bahadur 


Shastri 
Stri, Jayprakash Narayan and Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das. Mahatma Gandhi's message of peace 


d which is facing a great crisis of values. Sardar 


and : ‘ F feces 
Non-violence will continue to Inspire the mankin 
on-building. Lok Nayak 


Pat 
eland Lal Bahadur Shastri made significant contributions to the task ofnati 


year, will be remembered for his crusade 


Ja 
Yprakash, whose birth centenary is being celebrated this 
i; Gopabandhu Das champione' 


and suffering of the people whose economic 


agai : sda an : 
Nst corruption and injustice. Utkalman d the cause of the poor and 
ij P 


the 
Oppressed, and made sincere efforts to remove the agony 


t natural calamities. We honour all these great sons of the 


b 
ackbone had been broken by recurren 


Co} 

untry and pay rich tributes to all of them. 
Two years ago, the people of Orissa faced one of the gravest natural disasters of the twentieth 
9, The beginning of the n 


t, which was followed by hig 


ew century was marked by two more 


di : ; 
Sasters, Orissa was ravaged by a severe drough h floods in most parts of 
o feel that we are living in 
ertook relief and rescue operations. Cyclone shelters 


t! ; : 
he State, All these calamities lead us t an extremely disaster-prone part of the 
globe, Government rose to the occasion and und 
very useful at this hour ofc 


ment of the State will be possible, only if appropriate 


b i isa f be ; 
Uilt after the super cyclone proved isis. Reconstruction work is now being 
e sustainable develop 


Pursued vigorously. Th 
s can be planned and execu 


Strateo} nia? 
trategies for coping with disaster ted successfully. In order to make the 


ortance of preparedness in minimising the impact of natural calamities, Disaste 
i r 


People aware of the imp! 


Preparedness Day is observed on the 29th of October every year. This year, we observe the second 
anniversary of the super cyclone. A series of events such as meetings, seminars and exhibitions are 


being organised to chart a new direction for development and to shape a new vision for Orissa. 


The current issue of Orissa Review carries articles on a few seats of Sakti worship in Orissa. A 
number of articles have been devoted to the lives of great sons of the country. A section of the Review 
focuses on disaster preparedness and reconstruction updates. Dissemination of information regarding 


reconstruction work and preparedness will help the people to face the future with courage and confidence. 


I sincerely hope, the readers will appreciate the effort. 


|-u- mits 


Sapta Matrikas or the seven divine mothers, 
representing the saktis, or the energies of the 
Important familiar deities ae Brahmani (Saraswati) 
V ahesvari (Raudani) Kaumari (Kartti Keyani) 
ia (Lakshmi) Varahi, Indrani and 
hamunda (Chamundi). According '0 legend 
described in the /sansi vagurudevapaddhati, the 
atrikas were created to help Lord Siva in his 
fightagainet Andhakasura. When the Lord inflicted 
Wounds on Andhaka, blood began to flow 
Profusely from his body. Each drop which touched 
the ground assumed the shape of another 
Andhaka, Thus there were innumerable Asuras 
fighting Shiva. To stop the flow ofthe blood, Shiva 
<Teated a godess called Yogesvati from the flames 
'ssuing out of his mouth. B 
al aheswara, Kumara, Varaha, 

So sent their saktis to follo 
Thus the 


losthis power and was defeated by Siva. 


I na, the Mai 
n the Suprabhedaga! ma in order to 


ct to have been created by Bra” 
ill Nirrita, The agama literature 81V 
in of these goddesses - that 
Snould be scluptured like Brahma, ; sashort 
ahesvar; Vaishnavi like Vishnu; Vara™ Jough 
Woman with an angry face and bearing 4P ene 
as her weapon; Indrani like Indra and ed goddess 
88 a terri fic woman. This Jast-mention g 
Should have her hair in 4 disheve 
Should possess a dark comP Bid aii 
ands, iJd the 7154 
She should wet nih another A 


ands and carry a kapa'@ 
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es a brief 


Sapta Matrikas 


Bharati Pal 


Matrikas are to be seated images and should have 
two of their hands held in the Varada and Abhaya 
poses, while the other two hands carry weapons 
appropriate to the male counterparts of the female 
powers. 

The Varaha Purana states that these 
mother-goddesses are eight in number and 
includes among them the goddess Yogesvari. It 
further says that these Matrikas represent eight 
mental qualities which are morally bad. 
Accordingly, Yogesvari represents kama or 
desire; Mahesvari, krodh or anger; Vaishnavi, 
lobha or covetousness, Brahmani; mada or 
pride; Kaumari moha or illusion; Indrani 
matsarya Or fault finding; Yami or @amniniida 
paisunya, that is tale bearing; and Varahi asuya 


orenvy. 

The Sapta Matrikas are mentioned in the 
Rigveda, Gobhilasmriti, Markandeya Purana 
Matsya Purana, etc. Varahamihiras Brihat 
Samhita mentions about the images of Sapta 
Matrikas. The sclupture of the Sapta Matrikas 
are referred to in the Krityaratnakara. The Devi 
Purana mentions the name of the flowers used 
dor the worship of Matrikas. 


Preavalence of the worship of the divin 
mothers is believed to be as early as 3rd milleniu e 
B.C., when the Indus valley civilization eats, 
The earliest epigraphic reference to the Matrik : 
is to be found in the Gangadhara inscriptio as 
Visha Varman, in Malwa Samvat 480 or i 
424 A.D. The Matrikas also figure in Be 
Viharstambha inscription of el 


Kadambari mentions that the Matrikas were 
worshipped in every village. 


The several Tantra sastras such as 
Svachhanda Tantra and Yogini Hridaya contain 
a detailed description of the Sapta Matrikas. As 
the Matrikas are stated to be sitting in /alitasana 
posture, they are adomed with heavy ornaments, 
necklaces and circular ear-rings. From the 
Sadhana in the Buddhist literature it appears that 
the Tantric Buddhism had also incorporated the 
Sapta Matrikas in its religious fold. This is amply 
corroborated by the discovery ofa composite 
figure of the seven mothers at Nalanda. 


A brief description of the Matrikas are 
given below : 


Brahmani 


The first Matrika in the series is yellow 
complexioned and has four faces, three of which 
are visible in her sculptures, the fourth one is at 
the back. Two ofher arms in varada and abhaya 
gestures and she carries kamandaly and 
akashamala in two other hands, She is seated 
upon a lotus, has hamsa (swan) as her vahana. 
She wears a yellow garment (pitambara) and 
her head is adorned with a Karanda Mukuta. 
Her place is under a palas tree. 


Vaishnavi 


Vaishnavi is dark in complexion, carries in 
one of her hands the chakra and in the 
Corresponding left hand the sankha; her two other 
hands are held in the abhaya and the varada 
mudra respectively. She has a lovely face, pretty 
eyes and she wears a yellow garment. On her 
head is a Kirita Mukuta. She is adorned with all 
the ornaments generally worn by Vishnu and the 
embiem of her banner as well as her vahana is 
the Garuda. Her place is under a Raja Vriksha. 
‘In the Dey; Purana, she is represented as 


Possessing four hands in which she carries the 
Sankha, chakra, gada and padma. She wears 


the vanamala, the characteristic garland of 
Vishnu. 
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Indrani 


Indrani has three eyes and four arms; in 
two of her hands she carries the vajra and the 
sakti, the two other hands being respectively held 
in the varada and abhaya poses. The colour of 
these goddess is red, and she has on her head a 
Kirita Makuta. Her vahana as well as the 
emblem of her banner is elephant, and her abode 
is under the Kalpaka tree. According to the 
Vishnudharmottra, she should have a thousand 
eyes and should be of golden colour and should 
have six arms. Devi Purana states that she carries 
the ankusa and vajra only and in the Purva- 
Karanagama it has been mentioned that she has 


only two eyes and she holds lotus in one of her 
hands. 


Mahesvari 


Mahesvari is white in complexion, she has 
three eyes. She has four arms, two of which are 
in the varada and the abhaya poses, while in the 
remaining two hands she carries the ¢risula and 
akashamala. Her banner as well as the vahana 
is Nandi (bull); she wears a Jata-Makuta. 


Kaumari 


Kaumari is yellow in complexion and has 
four hands, in two of which she carries the saAti 
and the kukkuta, thi remaining two hands in the 
abhaya and the varada poses. Her vahana is 
the Peacock. Her abcde is under a fig tree. 
According to the V ishnudharam ottara, she has 
six faces and twelve arms, she carries the saMti. 


_ dhvaja, danda, dhanus, bana, ghanta, padma, 


patra and parasu. The Devi-Purana adds that 
her garlands are made of red flower and the 
Purva-karnagama adds that the goddess 1s SO 


scluptured as to suggest the idees or valour and 
courage. 


Varahii 


Varahi is dark complexioned, with human 
body and the face of a boar. She wears on her 
head a Karanda Makuta and is adorned with 
ornaments made of corals. She weilds the hala 


and the saki and is seated under a Kalpaka tree. 
Her vahana as well as the emblem ofher banner 
is the Elephant. The Vishnudharamatira states 
that she has a big belly and six hands. In four of 
which she carries the danda, khadga, khetaka 
and pasa. The Purva-karanagama says that she 
carries the hala and musala as her weapons. She 
Wears on her legs nupurs (anklets). 


Chamunda _ 


: Goddess Chamunda has four arms, two of 
which are in the varada and abhaya poses and 
the other two hands she carries the kapala (skull) 
and in another the trisula. The Devi is destroyed 
the two demons, Chanda and Munda. She hasa 
Very emaciated body, aunken belly anda terrifying 
face with a grin. She wears a garland of skulls. 
Her garment is the tiger skin and her abode is 
under fig tree. As the mother goddess she is the 
fertility aspect of Durga. She has been praised as 
the tutelary goddess of Vindhya mountains. She 
has a very heavy Juta-Makuta. In the Purva 
Kanagama it is mentioned that she should have 
her mouth open and should wear on her head the 
digit of them moon even as Siva does, that her 
Yahana is an ow] and the emplem of her banner 
isan eagle. In one of the left hands she carries the 
kapala which is filled with lumps of flesh, and in 
| nother left hand she holds a snake. She wears 
_ her ears kundalas made of conch-shell. 


The sclupturing of the Sapta Matrika group 
i Of goddesses found in the cave temple of Ellora 
| conform largely to the description given above. 
i) They, however differ in few points for instance 
| the group is invariable made of seven mothers 
| flanked on either side by Virabhadra who is seen 
| Playing upon a vina and Vinayaka there is being 
Some blood-thirsty ghost surrounding Chamunda. 
| A stone slab of the early Kushana period, 
] from Dhanagaon near Mathura now in the 


i, Mathura museum, represents the Matrikas as 
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ordinary females without any distinguishing symbol 
or vehicle. In Orissa certain varieties of the 
Matrika figures in developed forms have been 
found. An early group of Sapta Matrikas with 
the two associates, Genesa and Virabhadra are 
found on the northern wall of the Parasuramesvara 
temple (605 A.D.) in Bhubaneswar. The ceiling 
of the Jagamohan of the Muktesvara temple also 
contains beautiful figures of the Sapta Matrika, 
each occupying of the petals of the eight petalled 
lotus at the center conceived in the form ofa 
canopy. These figures constitute a group of the 

Sapta Matrikas with viresvara. In the inner walls 

ofvaital deula there are a group of Sapta Matrikas 


headed by Virsvara, with the largest image of 


Chamunda which is the presiding deity of the 
shrine. A group of Matrikas images like Vaishnavi 
Varahi, Indrani and Chamunda found in the Orissa 
State Museum. All the Mairikas are seat in Lalita 
attitude. An interesting relief in the Orissa State 
Museum, bearing the figures of the matrikas, 
depicts Chamunda having emaciated body, 
sunken belly, wearing a garland of skull and seated 
in an easy posture, ona prostrate human being. 


There is an interesting Saptamatrika panel 
in the Allahabad Museum. They are found at 
Gorgi in the Rewa dist of Mandhya Pradesh. Af! 
the seven divine mothers along with Virabhadra 
and Ganesa have been rendered duncing 
vigorously. 

References 
1; T.A. Gopinath Rao. Elements of Hindu 

Iconography, Vol-I-P-I. 

2. K.C. Aryan. The Little Goddesses (Matrikas). 
3, Bhagwaut Sahai. Jconography of Minor Hindu 
and Buddhist Deities. 
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Mahisasuramardini Durga is the destroyer of all 
evil. She is known under various names such as 
Durga, Katyayani, Mahisamardini, Chandi, etc., 
after accomplishment of 
particular heroic deeds 5 
resulting in the destruction of |: 
different demons, who 
caused harm to-gods from 
time to time. The goddess 
had to put on different 
attributes, postures and 
mounts during the battles with |= 
the demons. The main | 
iconographical features ofthe |? 
images of Mahisamardini of | 
the relevant art repertoire |f% 
centres round the different 
number of hands displayed 
by the divinity in her various 
manifestations. 


From the sculptural and pictorial point of 
view, the Mahisamardini icons may be classified 
as two-armed, four-armed, six-armed, eight- 
armed, ten-armed, twelve-armed, sixteen-armed, 
eighteen-armed and thirty two-armed images 
Tespectively. So far the representatives of these 
different types of the relevant icons are concerned 
numerically ten-armed Mahisamardini surpasses 
other types ina more prolific manner. Ten-armed 
representations probably rank immediately after 
those of eight-armed. Two-armed representation 
of the goddess is almost rare. The number of four- 
armed and six-armed images are also small and 
except a few, most of them are carved out in 
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Mahisamardini : An Iconographical Study 


Pradeep Gan 


miniature form in stone. Eighteen-armed images, 
though not so prolific in number like those of eight 
or ten-armed, have been discovered in good 
numbers. As regards other types 
of images, i.e., twelve-armed, 
sixteen-armed and thirty-two 
armed, they are very scanty and 
some of them are represented 
by asingle image only. 


The varous texts dwelling 
upon the iconography of the 
goddess concerned differ 
mainly with regard to the number 
of hands of the deity and the 
y| different kinds of weapons 
wields. The textual references to 
Mahisamardini with two hands 
are almost rare, though the 
Suprabhedagama, 
Purvakarmagama and 
Uttarkarmagama described the goddess with 
such number of hands. In case of a two-armed 
deity, generally there should be a trident in her 
hands. The former two texts mentioned above. 
alongwith the Markandeya Purana, also 
describe the goddess with four arms carrying in 
general a conch, a chakra, anoose and an ankusa 
with some variations. Mahisamardini-Durga 
having six hands has been mentioned in the 
Prapanchasaratantram and Prapanchasara- 
samgraha, though references to the goddess of 
such variety are almost absent in other texts. In 
this form she is described as holding a wheel, a 


conch, a sword, a trident, a bow and an arrow in 
her different hands. 


Mahisamardini having eight hands, witha 
Noose, a conch, a trident, a sword, a bow, an 
ee achakra and aclub also figures in anumber 
- anskrit texts. Again, while texts like the 

tilasitarthachintamani, the Matsya Purana, 
ites and the Rupamandana assign her 
“at ten hands, the Matsya Purana describes 
‘aos having twelve hands with various 
ae When the deity has ten-hands, she 
the attributes ofa sword, a trident, a chakra, 

Saktyaudha, an arrow, a bow, a sula, a vajra, 
i ankusa and a bell. Textual reférences to 
oe rnd Dung with sixteen handsare quite 
i y. As represented by some specimens of 
eta art the goddess with sixteen hands 
i y display in her hands a pot, acup, a battle 
| , asnake, a noose, a trident, a bell, a bow, a 
a an arrow, a conch, aswla, arod, a chakra 
D Sometimes a lotus. The Vayu Purana, 
‘i evibhagavata Purana and Agni Purana 
hie the goddess as having eighteen arms, while 

7 ishnudharmottara, the Varaha Purana, the 

handikalpa and the Vi isvakarma-Silpasastra 
ci her as many as twenty hands. The textual 
Oe ence to the goddess with thirty two hands 
ig ices rare and its sculptural representation 

ery scanty. Besides these varieties of form the 
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goddess is called thousand-armed in the 
Devimahatmya and Bana's Chandisatak refers 
to her bhujavanam. 


Apart from the various weapons usually 
display by the goddess in her hands as attributes, 
the different Mudras and Hasta assumed by ie 
goddess from a part of her attributes. So far the 
iconography of Mahisamardini and its sculptural 
representation are concerned the goddess 
generally display abhaya, tarjani, and 
varadamudras as well as Katyabalambita or 
Katisamsthita-hasta pose. ‘ 

The foregoing iconographic analysis of the 
formal representations of Mhisamardini in 
sculptural pictorial art, presents the conceptual 
transformation of the iconographic features of the 
goddess through the ages. This iconographical 
study of Mahisamardini shows in variety ofher 
forms with multiple number ofhands and different 
kinds of attributes in the view of different textual 


prescription. 


‘an is the Research Scholar, P.G. Department 
History, Culture and Archaeology, 
4. 


Pradeep Gi 
of Ancient Indian 
Utkal University, Bhubaneswar- 
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Second Annivers 


In order to remember 
preparedness in minimizin 
Prastuti Divas (Disa 
29th October every year: 
Action for Disaster Pr 
of events such as me 

be organized to markt 
October 10, 2001, the 
village, block and district 
October 29, 2001. Governm 


representatives o 


BIPARJYAY PRASTUTI DIVAS 
ary of Orissa Super Cyclone 


the loss of ] 
of 1999 and to make people 

g the 1m) 
ster Prepare 
. The theme for 
eparedness and 
etings, seminars, 


he occasion. 
National Disaster Reduction Day, at 


levels leading to the state level event on 
ent functionaries, disaster managers, 


f UN and NGOs will participate in the events. 


ife and property in the cyclones 
aware of the importance of 
pacts of disasters, Biparjyay 
dness Day) is observed on 
this year is Community 
Mitigation. A series 
rallies, and exhibitions will 
The events will start from 


Z, 


Ke 


Orissa Review # October - 2001 


The Concept of Mother Goddess in the Art and 
Literature of Orissa 


The concept of Mother Goddess probably 
accommodates the largest number of paradoxes. 
She is a virgin and yet she is also the mother, a 
mother goddess. She is the Saivite Parvati and 
also a Vaishnavi. She is the purest of the pure. 
She is blood-thirsty Kali and also the very 
embodiment of the merciful and beautiful Amba 
or Lalita. She is invincible; she is the slayer of 
demons. She is Durga, with many arms. She is 
Sakti, the divine principle. This multiplicity of 
paradoxes proves the continuous popularity of 
the Sakti cult in India over the centuries, 


The very word Sakti denotes power. She 
can be seen through the different phenomenan of 
life. Durga Saptasati says that everyone has 
inherent power called Sakti, which is a 
manifestation of Para Sakti, the supreme goddess. 
In the Sakta scheme of cosmogonical evolution, 
the unmanifested prakarti alone existed before 
creation. She wished to create, and having 
assumed the form of the great mother, created 
Brahma, Vishnu and Siva. Referring to the Mother 
Goddess cult of Mohenjodaro, Marshall rightly 
observed that it was in the later Sakta phase of 
the primitive Mother Goddess cult. The Deviis 
the manifestation of the all-powerful female 
principle, viz. the Prakriti or Sakti having 
associated with the male principle, the Purusa, 
she becomes J agadamba or Jagatmata, the mother 
of the universe and the creator of gods. She is 
Mahadevi, the consort of Siva. 


Saktism 
period when 
In the Maha 
of the Adit 
and Rudra 


gained prominence in the epic 
gods receded into the background. 
bharata Aditi is regarded as mother 
yas. She is also the mother of Vasus 
S. In Harivamsa, she is identified with 


Jayanti Rath 


Durga. Later Vedic goddesses, however, received 
greater importance in the epics while goddesses 
like Usha, Aditi, Bhu, ete went into oblivion and 
were reduced to insignificance. Most of them are 
brought in relation to Vishnu or Siva. Lakshmi- 
Vaishnavi play an important part in the subsequent 
religious history of India. The goddess mentioned 
in the two great epics have been identified with 
Saraswati, the consort of Brahma. As the goddess 
of fluency and eloquence, the goddess Saraswathi 
is mentioned in the Mahabharata. 


The goddesses like Ambika, Aparna, 
Bhadrakali, Durga, Gouri, Kali, Kausiki, 
Sakambari, Uma, etc were of Saivite affiliation 
but later they all had been identified with the 
Supreme goddess of the Saktas. The 
Mahabharata also mentions some of the protypes 
of Devi or Sakti. It natrates among the various 
names of the Goddess, Kumari Mandaravasini, 
Kalaratri, Kaushiki, Sakambari, and so on. She 
is called the favourite of Narayana, born of Yasoda 
holding sword and shield, four-armed and four- 
faced, the destroyer of Mashisasura, who resides 
in the Vindhyas. Uma, also known as Parvati, the 
daughter of Himalaya and the wife of Siva, 18 
mentioned in the Ramayana and in the 
Mahabharata. Her name recalls Ma or the 
mother and her conception goes back to the 
primitive and universal cult of the female principle. 
The epithets used are Giriputri, Girlja, 
Nagakanya, Saikrajaputri, all indicating her 
association with Himalayan region. Uma 1s 
equated with Durga in the Durga sfotras of 
Mahabharata. Her name is Durga as she saves 
people from difficulty. She is called 
Mandaravashnivi, Kumari, Kali, Chandi, ete. 
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= In the puranas, a lot of information has 
. given about Saktism. The glory of the 
a is revealed in its fullest form there. In 
- . shagavata Purana, the Sakta Goddess is 
poe as the Adya Sakti that resides in 
a aas the creative principle, in Vishnu as the 
pane power, and in Sivaas the destructive 
eee Adyasakti pervades all space and 
on ates all things of this phenomenal world. The 
a a is unmanifested and takes three forms 
* alakshmi, Mahakali and Mahasaraswathi 

Presenting rajas, satvika and tamasa 
attributes. 


i" The Matrikas or divine mothers play an 
oe role in the Devi legends. In the 
spear aes we come across numerous 
the | In the puranas they are regarded as 
Ch 0 fshoots of the goddess Kaushiki or 
andrika, each having a separate identity. 
fe or Vaishnavi, Brahmani, Kumari, 
rani, Maheswari, Chamunda and Varahi. 


ids In later period Saktism became almost 
tie with tanrticism. Tantric ideas profoundly 
b enced the principles and practices followed 
y the Saktas, The evolution of Yogini cult gives 
ample evidence to this and all these forms of Devi 
Nic been duly represented in the art and literature 
ae tissa. The contribution of ‘Orissa to Sakta 
bes and Sakta artis rich and significant both from 
tary and historical points of view. 


- Architectural Representation of 
Oddess in Orissa 


The walls of Vaitala, Sisiresvara and 
€ arkandeswara temples of Orissa contain 
*quisite images ofMahisamardini Durga. 


The panel of Parsurameswara temple of 


B . 
ubaneswara, represents @ fine specimen © 
the marriage scene of 


alyana Sundara muti, 1. 
iva and Parvati. A good number of sculptures 
f Orissa depict the Ardhanarisvara formin which 
therighthalf comprisesall the iconography features 
of Siva, and the left hand those of Uma.. 
In mediaeval OrissaD temples the 
Gajalaksmi motifis carved on the shrines. Sheis 


Mother 


pera aa even in separate niches. Sri 
smi as the goddess of wealth and 
prosperity occurs in the innovational stanzas of 
many inscriptions. The Hathigumpha Inscription 
of Kharavela throws light of the conception of 
this deity in the first century B.C. Of the important 
Orissan Gajalaksmis, we may refer to those on 
the tympanum of the Anantagumpha on the 
doorway ofthe Muktesvara temple, on the eastern 
doorway of the Jagamohana of Konark, and 
on the wall of the shrine at Mahavir Chowk in 
Jajpur. On the door frame of Ratnagiri Mahavihara 
another beautiful mediaeval Gajalaksmi is found 
at Khiching in Mayuarbhanj. The association of 
Lakshmi with Narayana is alluded to in literature 
and inscription. The Hindu plate of Subhakara 
Deva makes a reference to Lakshmi adoring the 
lap of Vishnu. We have fine specimen of Laksmi- 
Narayana image found at Kendupatna in Cuttack 
district and Chaurasi in Puri district. Lakshmi is 
specially associated with Varaha and Narasimha 
incarnation of Vishnu. In connection with the 
former, she is installed in the Varaha temple at 
Jajpur andin connection with the latter she is found 
on the Lingaraja temple of Bhubaneswar. Her 
tantric Mahalakshmi form is represented in an 
eighteen armed image at Jajpur in the front of 
Trilochana temple. In the Lakshmi temple inside 


the inner courtyard ofthe Jagannath temple at Pun, 
ific veshas on various 


the goddess takes spec 
occasions. 

Images of goddess Saraswati, the deity of 
learning stands on a lower pedestal on the 
sculptural representation of Orissa. There is an 
image of the Goddess inside the J agannath temple, 
but compared to that or Laksmi, it is quite 
insignificant. That goddess Sarala of Jhankada 
bestowed poetic power on Sarala Das, the great 
poet of mediaeval Orissa, is a well-known fact 
And it is to be noted here that she is identified 
with goddess Saraswati. 


A piece of sculpture from Khiching is 
unique. It shows the half-length figure ofa seven 
hooded nagini wearing a karanda-mukuta and 
playing on a veena. The pattern of this image 
signifies that the deity is not an ordinary snake 
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maiden, but a goddess with iconographic affinity 
with Saraswati. 


Goddess Ekanamsa, mythologically 
associated with Vishnu-Krishna, is worshipped 
as the principal deity in the Ananta Vasudev 
temple at Bhuvaneswar., Descriptions of this 
goddess are found in Brhatsamhita, Vishnu 
Dharmottara, etc. 


The growing importance of Saktism 
brought the Matrikas into greater prominence. 
The images of the eight mothers from Mukti 
Mandapa near Jajpur and the eight mothers with 
Sivaduti on the bank of Baitarini indicate their 
popularity. At present; we have two sets of 
Matrikas at Jajpur. An inscribed image of 
Chamunda also comes from J ajpur which was 
installed by queen Vatsadevi of Bhaumakara 
dynasty. The Parsuramesvara temple of 
Bhubaneshwar contained a group of 
Saptamatrika on the north west corner of the 
northem wall of the Jagamohana. The Vaital temple 
contains a terrible Chamundi figure as its presiding 
deity. In the inner wall of the Jagamohana we find 
a group of Saptamatrikas, all of them sitting in 
yogasana pose ona full blown lotus with their 
different attributes. In the Muktesvara temple, the 
presentation of seven mothers occurs on an eight 
petalled lotus carved on the ceiling of its 
Jagamohana. The figure ofa four- armed Vaisnavi 
with Garuda beneath her seat hailing from Khiching 
deserves special mention. The goddess gracefillly 
holds sankha and chakra in her back hands. 
She has her front ri ght hand in the abhaya pose 
and child in her front left. 


The Yogini cult also revived on account of 
the increasing influence of the cult ofseven or eight 
mothers. Initially their numbers increased from 
eight to sixteen and then to sixty-four and more. 
In Sanskrit literature, the yoginis have been 


represented as the attendants of various 
manifestatians of Durga, engaged in fighting with 

umbha and Nisumba and the principal yoginis 
are identified with Matrikas. There is a temple of 
sixtyfour yoginis at Hirapur. All of them are in 


Standing postures, There is another temple of 


sixtyfour yoginis at Ranipur-Jharial in Bolangir 
district. 


That Orissa had long association with 
Tantricism is evident from its identification with 
Uddiyana, one of the four famous Tantra pithas 
of ancient India. Innumerable images of Tantric 
goddesses have been found from different sites. 
Mention may be made of images of Tara (Jajpur- 
I1thcentury A.D.), bronze images of Hariti and 
Kurukulla (Banpur), now preserved in Orissa 
State Museum, images of Vasudhara from 
Khiching and those of Arya Saraswati and 
Aparajita from Ratnagiri. 


The Tantric influence is so deep that it is 
felt in the worship of some Hindu goddesses. 
Tantric rituals are observed for Goddess Bimala, 
the principal female deity of Jagannath temple, 
Puri. The very shape of the image of Stambhesvari, 
the presiding deity of Sonepur, also establishes 
the fact. Here the goddess is being worshipped 
in the form ofa pillar. The temples of Mohini, 
Kapalini and Gauri at Bhubaneswar, Bimala at 
Puri, Kichakesvari at Khiching, Biraja at Jajpur. 
Mangala at Kakatapur, Charchika at Banki, 
Ugratara at Bhusandapur Varahi at Chaurasi. 
Sarala at Jhankada, Somalesvari at Sambalpur, 
Tara Tarini at Berhampur show the wide 
prevalence of Sakti-cult in Orissa. 


Saktism in Literature 


Madala Panji gives details of the cult of 
seven mothers whose imagés were installed by 
Bhima Keshari. It also makes a mention of the 
construction of the Samalai temple of Sambalput 
by one Yadukesari. Sarala Das's Chandi Purana 
deals with the puranic and popular legends of 
the Devi. In his Bilanka Ramayana, Sita 18 
identified with the great goddess who killed 
Ravana. Goddesses such as Ugratara, Baseli, 
Mahesvari, Kalika, Karikali, Ahimukhi, Jambaki, 
etc. are mentioned in the Mahabharata Jagannath 
Das, the mediaeval poet of Orissa, composed 4 
work on Saiva-Sakta doctrine which came to be 
known as Juta-Bhina. In Bata Abaksha of 
Balarama Dasa, Lord J agannath is described - 
being attended upon by sixty-four yoginis: 


he Sapta Matrika, Bimala and Biraja. The 
teas makes a mention of seventy-six local 
ae = identified with different aspects of 
oa a of Dvija Trilochana 
a oe leites like Candaghanta, Rama Candi, 
iin etc. The Orissa State Museum 
Eostein Baki Tantric manuscripts and in this 
en sg erence may be made of Jagannath 
ae s Durga Yajna Dipika, Kesava Rath's 
i ikula Saradircana Paddhati and 
ghunath Das's Vanadurga Puja. 


pie on Saktism evolved out of the prehistoric 
‘pri is joddess cult, and symbolized the facts 
deve mitive life manifest in various forms. Its 
thes ag here is manifold like a number of 
stenin s, issuing from a single source. The 
baa Icance of each of these streams has to be 
ne ‘rstood in the context of the prevailing 
Igious beliefs and practices. 
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Goddess Bimala at Puri 


The title of this article is the translation ofa famous 
line in Sanskrit from an important scripture, 
Bimala Purusottame which means that Bimala 
stays at Purusottama or Puri. This supposes that 
the proper name Bimala used to bea very familiar 
name of Goddess Durga during the time when 
the scripture was written. It also supposes that 
the name stood for the supreme importance of 
the deity. Another line in Sanskrit states that Bimala 
is a great goddess and Jagannath is an awesome 
appearance of Lord Shiva: Bimala iu mahadevi 
Jagannathastu Bhairava. That Bimala is a great 
goddess being an appearance of Durga goes 
without saying. But to say that Jagannath or 
Vishnu is an appearance of the awesome aspect 
of Shiva and for that matter Bimala is his consort 
needs explanation. The question raised is how 
Vishnu can be Shiva. But the answer is not difficult 
to find. The three primordial principles of creation, 
preservation and destruction representing the 
Hindu deities of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva are 
not mutually exclusive, but inclusive, They are not 
watertight compartments, but are continuous and 
all-embracing wholes. In other words, Vishnu is 
not different from Shiva. So Ramakrishna 
Pramahansa once declared that Jagannath is only 
Shiva and his idol is only a Shivalinga and should 
be worshipped as such. Similarly, one can say 
that Bimala is Laxmi, the consort of Vishnu, 
because both are parts of the same mother 
Principle. It is because of this reason again that 
Puri is regarded asa meeting point and melting 
Pet of the worships of both Vishnu and Shiva, of 
Durga, Laxmi and Saraswati, an idea which finds 
extensive elaboration in scriptures. The Brahma 
Puran particular speaks of the sameness of 
Vishnu and Shiva in its account of sage 


“Orissa Reyiew # October - 2001 


Shrinibas Tripathy 


Markandeya. So let us come back to our basic 
argument, Bimala is a great goddess whose 
Worship at Puri is of supreme importance for the 
Hindus. Out of the fifly-two places sacred to the 
worshippers of the mother principle, the very first 
one is Puri where the feet of Goddess Sati, an 
incarnation of Durga fell on earth which Vishnu 
chopped off with his wheel in order to pacify 
Shiva, who was angry due to his first consort 
Sati's untimely death. In this story we see a 
philosophy, a synthesis between principles and a 
comprehensiveness and the all-embracing nature 
of Hinduism. It also speaks of the oneness of 
godhead in a diversity. So Bimala's presence at 
Puri not only makes this sacred place the first of 
the holy spots for the Worshippers of the mother 
principle, it also preaches comprehensiveness, the 
basic tenet ofa great religion. The last but not the 
least question is why Sati's fect should fall at Puri 
and not at any other place on earth. In answer 
one may say that this is the postulate ofa scripture 
which cannot and should not be questioned. You 
may either accept or not accept it. 


Bimala's temple is situated at the right hand 
Western comer of the tower of Jagannath, just by 
the side of the Rohini Kunda. The temple's 
closeness to the Rohini Kunda isa testimony to 
its ancientness, because Rohini Kunda is one of 
the two most ancient relics existing in the precinct, 
the other being the holy banian tree named 
Kalpavata. The Bimala temple is similar in 
structure and height to the Nrusimha temple near 
Muktimandap which, according to historians, was 
built in the ninth century. As one enters the Bimala 
temple one sees the idol of a majestic lion, Durga's 
animal vehicle riding an elephant which signifies 


“eee of good over the mi ghty evil. The great 
an g, a Muslim poet of the seventeenth 
eal the glory of the spot in one of his 
fina songs on Jagannath written in Oriya 
=. The entrance to the sanctum 
a a. is decorated with figures of Shaivite 
Altes: — deities, the various appearances of 
potted urga as well as paintings depicting the 
ats s role in subduing the demons which 
ct the devotee's attention most. 


tfihe The inner temple houses the principal idol 
ieee which is said to bea sixth century 
ae because it is bereft of elaborate 
tates ions. The goddess possesses not too 
fins - and not too angry & face and wields two 
ster — a pitcher said to contain nectar in 
fist = and a rosary in the other. That she does 
ie weapons is an evidence of the 
— nature of the goddess. She 1s, 
Siena a goddess of goodness, of godly traits 
Pscer life and devotion. So she is 1 the most 
Separ ul appearance of Goddess Durga. No 
Sidaees food items are usually cooked for the 
offer, ry for ritual offering. But the cooked food 
mah ed to Jagannath in various rituals becomes 
“se Ae or the famed J agannath rice only 
" Tbeing specially offered to Bimala. So after 
: te of Jagannath a little ofhis offeringisgiven 
heen in a ritual. Bimala is described, 
‘ite Ore, in scriptures as 4 goddess who lives on 
ieee of Jagannath's food. There is @ 
- in the background of this practice. Once 
ing a,a god of the Hindu trinity, went to Vaikuntha 
ta Tder to meet Vishnu. But the latter had just 
os % his food, a few grains of which had fallen 
onthe ground. Shiva picked up a sacred gran 
;, swallowed it quickly, hoping sup! 
tahalfofthe grain had fallen on 
ny he was completely oblivious. > 
of to his abode after which Nar ad 
€votion, came to him. Whi 
sie Sacred grain on Shiva's be ; 
abbed it and swallowed within no time. 
is came Shiva's consort 
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share to which as Shiva's consort she was entitled. 
She was crestfallen and suffered a great remorse 


_ Next she went to Vishnu and complained. Vishnu 


toldher that in the Kali Ageshe would sitas Bimala 
at Puri and eat everyday the remnants of his food. 
From the very first day of the Kali Age this practice 
is continuing. 

Mahaprasad or J agannath rice which is 
offered to Bimala in the ritual in order to add extra 
sanctity to itis strictly a vegetarian staff. But Bimala 
is offered separately non-vegetarian food stuff 


once in the span ofayear. The time is Durga 


Puja which is celebrated in the month of Asvin or 


October, the period when Bimala is remembered 
for good she brought to mankind, as the great 
Saptashati Chandi describes, by slaying the 
demon Mahishashura. Itis believed that during 
the period this benevolent Bimala displays 4 

due to which for 


destructive appearance, 
pacification she isnot only offered non-vegetarian 
food stuff but also given animal sacrifice both of 
et rituals observed strictly in 


which are very sect’ 
the presence of select worshippers. When the 


puja is performed the doors of J agannath, anon- 
violent and vegetarian god, are bolted. His 
Vaishnavite worshippers are debarred from 
entering the temple. The animal, one he-goat, is 


brought across the outer south-western corner 
boundary wall and sacrificed in between the idol 


of lion and the outer temple of Bimala. Fish caught 


from Markand pond are also cooked at one side 
of the Bimala temple, offered to the goodess 
according to Tantric rituals and subsequently 
distributed among the select worshippers. This is 
called Bimala parusa ot Bimala's cuisine. All these 
rituals should be completed before dawn when 
Jagannath's doors are opened for arati. Now-a- 
days this practice of offering non-vegetarian food 
items to Bimala and the animal sacrifice is 
vehemently objected to by critics. But those who 
defend the tradition point out that this is in 
agreement with the all-embracing nature of 
Jagannath cult, If human kind will dispose off 
violenceand non-vegetarian food altogether the 
practice will go, for J agannath temple is nothing 


but a mirror to our society. 


As Bimala assumes her awesome aspect 
during the Durga Puja, women are debarred from 
entering the temple during this period, since 
menfolk think that they, being the fairsex, will be 
afraid of seeing Bimala in her destructive 
appearance during the period. And in the past, 
some weak-hearted women might have been 
mentally harmed by Visiting Bimala during the 
period. This simple practice is belie, ed and 
observed by thousands of women worshippers. 
But once an interesting event took place. A 
respectable Beangali lady who happencd to be 
the wife ofa powerful Union Minister insisted on 
going inside the temple during the Durga Puja. 
She was of course told about the practice. But 
perhaps due to her misplaced socialistic and 
feminist leanings she told that the practice was an 
outcome of'a male-domination and discrimination 
which she wanted to fight through direct action. 
So she cried hoarse and foul and created an ugly 
scene. However, with much of difficulties she 
could be pacified by the devotees and at last she 
went back without hurting the age-old practice 
of the temple. It should be remembered that itis 
the temple traditions, whether reasonable or much 
harmlessly half-reasonable and unreasonable 
which separately or logather have saved the 
Jagannath cult, the great Puri temple, its attractive 
rituals and festivities throughout ages, They 
survived the onslaughts of various happenings in 
history. Hence to abolish them whimsically at the 
spur ofa moment is not perhaps correct. 


This is one side of the drama. There is the 
other side too, which is a piece of my personal 
experience. Once near Muktimandap during one 
of my occasional sojourns to the Jagannath temple 
a well-educated and well dressed Bengali couple 
asked me in a flawless English accent where the 
Bimala temple is situated. I pointed my finger at 
the temple and also accompanied them, as my 
next destination was the same temple. In course 
of our conversations I came to know that the 
couple were officers of the Indian Administrative 
Service. When I heard this I kept a distance and 
kept mum assuming that they must be sceptical 
people, taking Hindu gods and goddesses as 
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objects of fun. But to my utter surprise, ry | 
observed all the formalities: they respectfully 
touched the idol of lion; purchased the local candle 
stuff and garlands for the deity. And at the 
appropriate spot started reciting from the 
scriptures in immaculate Sanskrit, Both were 
adept in pronouncing Sanskrit words flawlessly. 
The temple dome reverberated their recital; the 
atmosphere of the temple was filled with an extra 
religious piety for the moment. | was further 
surprised because of easily known reasons. | 
exclaimed, amoder affluent couple could be so 
knowledgeable and so pious ! My devotion to 
Bimala was increased a thousand fold. I bowed 
to her most respectfully and walked by with my 
heart full of religious piety, 


tis for this reason that the people of Orissa 
take pride in having the Bimala temple in their 
place, accepting herasa the presiding deity of the 
State. They say that itis the first of the sites sacred 
to the goddess and a visit to it is a must for all 
types of devotees, So people throng the temple 
in large numbers Singing the super hymns of the 
great Saptashati Chandi, composed by the 
ageless Sage Markandeya, 
Debyaparadhakshya-mapanastotram by the 
great saint of Kerala, Shankaracharya and 
Vimalastakam by Purusottam Rakshit, a Bengali 
as his surname Suggests who was devotee of 
Bimala. So let us conclude this essay by singing 2 


hymn to her by the last named devotee 


Youare the maker of beams of the rising moon. 


You are the destroyer of fear, 
You are the Soddess of the site where the feet fell. 
Youare 


the object of the Wooden Brahma Jagannath's joy 
And are 


the owne; of three worlds. 

You are indeed the true consort of Shiva 
You stir the devotee's en 
You cover the w 
Save me Bimala; 


otion; you are supreme. 
hole universe; you are the Mother. 
for you are the giver of eternal joy. 


xi : , . ; 
Oware the very queen of Laxmi's sovereignty. 


Shrinibas Tri 
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Pe ates Yajna legend conceived in the 
ve ‘arata occupies a SI gnificant place in the 
Mey o the Sakti cult. The Harivamsa, 
aaa ee ata, Sakta Upapuranas, the Yamila 
Sakti i ae givean account of a large number of 
orse - sina The literal meaning of, pitha isasana 
of Devi ne sacred place which contains the seat 
Dithag te known as Sakta pitha. The Sakta 
, eile e favourite resorts of Dev1, are the places 
Where her of the devout. Some sanctified spots 
ate cor ne ascetics attained siddhi or salvation 
1a nsidered to be Siddha pithas. Generally, 
tiga spots connected with the corporeal 
Bee of Sati are regarded as Sakti pith. of 
chi one are certain Sakta centres, which, 
teg gh not linked with the limbs of Sati, are also 
arded as pithas. 
ae term pitha used since the mediaeval 
Pitha indicates the seats of Goddesses. These 
S are the seats of particular manifestations 
the great Goddess.' 


Bimalaas the Pitha-Devi, of Purushottam 


i Stikshetra, finds mention inmany cae 
lemp) ais an important Goddess 0 the Jagannath 
Situ Ple complex of Puri. The renowned shrine 
ated in the south-west comer of the complex, 
en mentioned in a few sacred Hindu texts.” 


of : Saktas consider Bimala the presiding deity 
p,. Kshetra with Lord J agannath as Bhairava 
xts as Pada 


Bi “Ushottam is depicted in various te 
a - According to Tantra ' 
De, lee of Bhagabati fell in 
ofp, hagabata describes B 
ushottam and Mangala as the 
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The Seat of Goddess Bimala 


Janmejay Choudhury 


Mythologically, the origin of Bimala is connected 
with the famous Daksha Yajna story. According 
to thestory, a foot of Sati fell at Purushottam where 
Bimala became Bhairavi and J agannath Bhairava. 
The story is connected with Sambhu Ekadasi 
indicating the close relation of Siva with 
Jagannath. On this occasion, a festival is celebrated 


th (Siva) and Jagannath. Both 


in honour of Lokana' 
Siva and Jagannath get pleasure in partaking 


Kaibalya. Once Kailashpati Mahadeva attended 
such festival and after taking Mahaprasad came 
back dancing merrily. Parvati asked him what had 
made him so happy. Sankar came to sense and 
offered a portion of Kaibalya stuck in his little 
finger to Parvati. After testing the Mahaprasad, 
she enjoyed celestial pleasure. Then Siva narrated 
the importance of Bimala pitha to her. 

The present temple of Srikshetreswari 
Bimala, a four chambered structure dating back 
to the Imperial Ganga period like most of the 
edifices in J agannath temple compound,* was 
most probably built on the foundations ofan earlier 
Sakta shrine dedicated to some Goddess. It is 
stated in the Madala Panji that the first temple 
of Bimala was erected by a Somavamsi king 
named Jayati I by ca.AD. 922-55 or Jayati IT 
ca.A.D. 1025-1040 at the time of construction 
ofatemple dedicated to Purushottam/Jagannath 
now no longer extent. The existing one was built 
by the great king Anantvarman Chodaganga in 
first half of the 12th century A.D. It appears 
however, that in the Somavamsi period the Sakta 
shrine of Goddess Bimala was totally incorporated 
into the newly-built temple complex of Jagannath 


al 
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evi Bhagabata describes Bimala as the devi 


°fPurushottam and Mangala as the devi of Gaya. 


Janmejay Choudhury 


Mythologically, the ori gin of Bimalais connected 
with the famous Daksha Yajna story. According 
to the story, a foot of Sati fell at Purushottam where 
Bimala became Bhairavi and J agannath Bhairava. 
The story is connected with Sambhu Ekadasi 
indicating the close relation of Siva with 
Jagannath. On this occasion, a festival is celebrated 
in honour of Lokanath (Siva) and Jagannath. Both 
Siva and Jagannath get pleasure in partaking 
Kaibalya. Once Kailashpati Mahadeva attended 
such festival and after taking Mahaprasad came 
back dancing merrily. Parvati asked him what had 
made him so happy. Sankar came to sense and 
offered a portion of Kaibalya stuck in his little 
finger to Parvati. After testing the Mahaprasad, 
she enjoyed celestial pleasure. Then Siva narrated 
the importance of Bimala pitha to her. 


The present temple of Srikshetreswari 
Bimala, a four chambered structure dating back 
to the Imperial Ganga period like most of the 
edifices in Jagannath temple compound,* was 
most probably built on the foundations ofan earlier 
Sakta shrine dedicated to some Goddess. It is 
stated in the Madala Panji that the first temple 
of Bimala was erected by a Somavamsi king 
named Jayati I by ca.AD. 922-55 or Jayati II 
ca.A.D. 1025-1040 at the time of construction 
ofatemple dedicated to Purushottam/Jagannath 
now no longer extent. The existing one was built 
by the great king Anantvarman Chodaganga in 
first half of the 12th century A.D. It appears, 
however, that in the Somavamsi period the Sakta 
shrine of Goddess Bimala was totally incorporated 
into the newly-built temple complex of Jagannath, 


Yet the original shrine of Bimala might have been 
established at a still earlier date by the 
Bhaumakara kings, who patronised the building 
of Tantric cult edifices, both Brahminical and 
Buddhist, and one, furthermore, credited by some 
scholars with the construction of first temple of 
Jagannath at Puri in around the eighth-ninth 
centuries A.D.° During the Bhauma period, when 
the shrine of Bimala rose to eminence as a famous 
Sakti pitha, it was a religious norm in Orissa to 
worship Sakti, whatever form she might assume, 
in the company of one of more Bhairavas, the 
terrific manifestations ofher divine consort Siva, 
who were regarded as her 'guardians.' This was 
the case at Bhubaneswar, where the Vaital temple 
provides the example ofa cult image of Camunda. 
Goddess Biraja at Jajpur and Yoginis of Hirapur 
are associated from ancient times, through rituals 
and legends with four Bhairavas, regarded as the 
guardians of the different directions ofher abode. 
It is possible that, during the Bhaumakara period, 
Goddess Bimala of Srikshetra, like many other 
fearful manifestations of Sakti, may have been 
associated with some form of Siva-Bhairava in 
the conduct of the temple rituals. 


Devi Purana gives the iconographic 
features of Bimala. The image of Bimala enshrined 
in the temple bears some typical iconographic 
characteristics leading one to assign it to be 
Bhauma art phase. This four-armed cult image of 
Bimala (in chlorite stone) represents a standing 
Devi displaying 'Varada' with her lower right hand 
and holding, respectively a rosary with her upper 
right, the miniature fi gure of a worshipping 
mermaid in the upper left, and a drinking vessel in 
the lower left.’ The Goddess is three-eyed, like 
Siva, and she wears a crown. Two naked and 
fierce-looking female attendants flank her on 
cither side.’ Except for the figure ofa mermaid, a 
probable symbol of the association of Bimala with 
the Naga mytho-symbolical plexus, the other 
objects and hand-pose displayed by the Goddess 
are identical to the ones appearing in the Parvati 
image of Bimala. It conforms, to the iconography 


of Parvati as current in Orissa during the Bhauma 
period. The characteristics of this cult image, are 
purely Sakta-Tantric. 

The Tantra of Purushottam consists ofan 
eight-petalled lotus with the vijamantra ‘clim' in 
the centre. The priest first worships Purushottam 
with Laxmi sitting on his left side and proceeds 
thereafter to worship Bimala, Utkarsini, Yana. 
Kriya, Yoga, Prahvi, Satya and Isuna. Bimala is 
regarded as one of the Asta Chandis of 
Purushottam Kshetra. The other seven are 
Ramachandi, Harachandi, Baseli, Varati, Alam 
Chandi, Dakshina Chandi and Jhadeswari 
associated with Astha Sambhu who are Kapala 
Mochana, Lokanath, Jameswar, Nilakantheswar, 
Markandeswar, Batalokanath, Banamber and 
Sankareswar.’ The ritual connection of Jagannath 
with Bimala is more important than with Laxmi 
because rituals connected with the latter are 
mainly based on Tantric rites whereas that of 
Laxmi is Vaisnavite in character. In Kalika 
Purana, Bimala is depicted as the consort of 
Vasudeva.” The Devi Purana prescribes that 
Goddess Bimala should be depicted as seated 
on a human corpse, like Camunda,'! Yet this 
typically Tantric feature is not found in the 
iconography of Bimala of Puri. It is interesting to 
note that no Vaisnavité feature can be noticed in 
the image of Bimala, although the shrine devoted 
to this deity is situated in the premises of the most 
important Vaisnavite pilgrimage centre of Orissa. 
As a matter of fact, the Saktas do not worship 
Bimalaas a Vaisnavite Sakti, but rather as Tripura 
Bhairavi (Terror of Universe), who is the consort 
of Siva in his most destructive aspect (Kala 
Bhairava). She is the Sakti of Siva, the all 
pervading Lord of Death. She, embodies the 
dynamic power of the God, This terrible female 
deity, embodying the power of death is neverthless 
worshipped at Puri in her pure and ascetic form, 
namely in her Bimala rupa. 


In spite of peaceful aspects shown by the 
cult icon of Bimala, some Oriya texts state that 
the cosmic waters of the pralaya (deluge) will 
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overflow from a tank, called Rohinikunda, which 
'ssituated just in front of Bimala temple. Such an 
identification of the sacred space with the mythic 
Place from which the destruction of this Universe 
will start, cannot be by mere chance. It suggests 
a virtual identification of Bimala with Tripura 
Bhairavi, the cause of pralaya. Numerous texts 
Mentions the Purushottam Kshetra as a place 
Where Lord Jagannath acts as Bhairava and 
Bimala as Bhairavi,'? besides indicating a 
Syncreticism of creed by virtue of which the culture 
of Jagannath has evolved through ages into an 
amalgamation of Saiva, Sakta and Vaisnava cult 
elements, could be otherwise reminiscent of the 
Possible initial prevalence ofa mixed, Saiva-Sakta 
form of reli gion of the kshetra of Puri prior to its 

aisnavisation. Jagannath and Bimala are 
regarded as Madhava and Durga respectively in 
Purushottam Kshetra. On the occasion of 

asahara, the images of Durga and Madhava are 
brought to Bimala temple. A sculptural panel of 
Sun Temple at Konark, now preserved in the 
Konark Museum, depicting Jagannath, Sivalingam 
and Durga together symbolises a synthesis of 

aivism, Saktism and Vaisnavism. The worship 
of Madhav and Durga in the Madhavananda 
temple in the Prachi valley further substantiates 
the prevalence of Durga-Madhav worship 
tradition in Orissa. In the traditional rites, Bimala 
is invoked as the Maya Sakti of Jagannath, Kriya 
Sakti of Balabhadra and I¢hha Sakti of Subhadra. 


That the cult of Bimala orig 
Purely Sakta context is demonstrated by the 
animal sacrifices course of the autumnal Durga 

Wa every year. During this Sakta festival, on 
three consecutive nights of Mahasaptam!, 

ahaastami and Mahanavami, fish specially 
Caught from the Narendra tank are offered to the 

Oddess. Moreover, on the Mahastami night, a 
80at is killed in honour of the goddess and then 
Offered to her by the priests through a secret 
Passage to her temple. The sacrifice 1s performed 
al mid-night, when the temple of Jagannath 1s 
Closed. This offering is not directly presented to 


inated ina 


Bimala, but rather to an image of Dakshina Kali 
enshrined within the Jagamohan of her temple. 
The sacrificial activity is the only serving vestige 
of the ancient Sakta rites, involving the outpouring 
of blood, in the cult of Jagannath.'> The secret 
nocturnal sacrifice performed at Bimala temple 
during the Mahastami night is an important trace 
of Saktism at Srikshetra. In fact, during Durga 
Puja, Bimala is regarded as an aspect of Durga, 
as Bhairavi. Her own form (purnarupa) and her 
image are dressed in red garments, which suit 
Goddess Tripura Bhairavi. For the some reason, 

on those particular days of the year, she must even 

be propitiated with animal sacrifices, although on 

any other occasion ritual bloodshed is considered 

a profanation of the sanctity of the great temple 

of Puri. The Tantric rites of Dakshina Chara, 

Vama Chara and Kala Chara are performed here 

highlighting the Tantric character of the 

Goddess.'* But in the worship pattern of this 

pitha, we notice the combination of Vaisnavite 

and Sakta rites. Bimala is evidently a Sakta Devi, 

but her Vaisnavi character is more conspicuous. 

The compromise between the bloody practices 

of Saktism and the vegetarian purity and non- 

injury ideals of Vaisnavism was achieved here 

through the secrecy of the sacrifice itself. The 

offering is made to a subordinate deity of the 

shrine, Dakshina Kali rather than to the presiding 

deity, Goddess Bimala.'* 


The origin of Bimala of Purushottam goes 
back to hoary antiquity. She has been the Pitha 
Devi much before the emergence of Lord 
Jagannath at Srikshetra. In the worship pattern 
of Lord Jagannath, Bimala occupies a prominent 
position. The offerings made to Jagannath become 
Mahaprasad after they are offered to Bimala. The 
iconographic feature of the Goddess bear the art 
tradition of Bhaumakara period when most of the 
Sakta-tantric pithas emerged in Orissa. The 
literary tradition assigns her origin to the puranic 
period. However, Bimalais the earliest Sakta deit 
of Purushottam Kshetra. 
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Goddess Tarini at Ghatagaon 


There is a long tradition of Sakti worship in Orissa. 
The temples of goddesses built at several places 
~ Biraja at Jajpur, Chandi at Cuttack, Charchika 
at Banki, Mangala at 
Kakatpur, Bimala at Puri, 
Samaleswari at Sambalpur, 
Pataneswari at Patnagarh in 
Olangir -- speak volumes of 
the followings of the Sakti 
Cultin Orissa, Similarly, the 
Seats of Ambika, Sarala, 
Narayani, Bhattarika, 
hairavi, Taratarini, 
Ramachandi and Tarini are 
quite familiar in Orissa. 
Ghatagaon has been 
amous as the seat of & 
Goddess Tarini since the 
fifteenth century. By that L 
time, Sakti cult had become 
Popular in the southern parts 
of the country. It is believed that Goddess Tarini 
Was originally the presiding deity of Kanchi. The 
ing of Kanchi was an ardent devotee of the 
Goddess, by whose grace happiness and 
Prosperity prevailing in the kingdom. During those 
days Gajapati Purusottam Dev ruled over Orissa. 
€ proposed to marry Padmavati, the beautiful 
tincess of Kanchi. The King of Kanchi, who 
ew that Purusottam Dev used to sweep the 
chariots of the three Lords at Car Festival every 
Year, thought it beneath his dignity to marry off 
is dear daughter to Purusottam Dev. The 
Proposal was instantly rejected. Humiliated, 


0. 


M.K, Patro 


Purusottam Dev attacked Kanchi, but was 
defeated. This, however, could not deter him to 
prepare himself for another battle. He prayed to 

: Lord Jagannath and sought 
His blessings. The Lord 
appeared before him in a 
dream and told him to watch 
the roof tops of the houses 
‘ which he would come across 
8] thenextmoming. He told the 
| King to appoint the lord of 
that house, on whose roof top 
the Lord's dhandamala 
would be noticed, as the 
General of the expedition. 
The next morning, 
Purusottam Dev noticed it on 
the rooftop of Gobinda 
S| Bhanja, the eldest son of 
King Trilochan Bhanja of 
‘ iad Keonjhar, who was staying in 
Puri those days. Purusottam Dev appointed 
Gobinda Bhanja as the General and made his 
second Kanchi expedition. It is widely believed 
that Lord Balabhadra and Lord Jagannath took 
part in the expedition to help King Purusottam 
Dev win the battle. 


Gobinda Bhanja appearsed Goddess Tarini 
of Kanchi with his unflinching devotion. After the 
battle was won, he advised the King to bring the 
images of Lord Madanmohan, Lord Raghunath 
and Goddess Tarini to Orissa. King Purusottam 
gladly agreed to the proposal. But it was found - 
impossible to carry the huge idol of Goddess Tarini. 


Inthe long run, Gobinda Bhanja's earnest prayers 
bore fruit. The Goddess told him that she would 
follow Gobinda Bhanja willingly, but ifhe looked 
back, she would not move any further. In this way 
Goddess Tarini came to be installed in Puri. 


In 1480 A.D. King Trilochan Bhanja of 
Keonjhar passed away. The Gajapati King of 
Puri installed Gobinda Bhanja as the new king of 
the State. Gobinda Bhanja sought the permission 
of the Gajapati King to take Goddess Tarini with 
him to Keonjhar. Initially Purusottam Dev was 
unwilling; but the Goddess appeared in a dream 
and expressed her desire to go to Keonjhar. 
Accordingly, the King gave his permission, but it 
was aherculean task to remove the deity. Gobinda 
Bhanja prayed to the Goddess, who told -him that 
She would follow him as long as he did not look 
back. Bhanja heard the sound of her nupuy and 
proceeded to Keonjhar. On the way, suddenly 
he failed to hear the sound and looked back to 
ascertain if the Goddess was still following him. 
Since Gobinda Bhanja looked back, the Goddess 
did not wish to proceed further. She told to go to 
Keonjhar and rule his kingdom from the capital. 
She would come to his rescue as and when he 
remembered Her. In this way, Goddess Tarini, 
the presiding deity of the state ofKeonjhar, came 
to be installed at the place which was later known 
as Ghatagaon. 


Goddess Tarini was originally worshipped 
in Kanchi. The priests of the Goddess belonged 
to the Kondh tribe. A few Kondh dehury families 
were brought to Puri to perform the rituals when 
the Goddess was installed in Puri. A few of them 
were again brought to Ghatagaon when the 
Goddess came to be installed there. People 
belonging to several castes lived there; but there 
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was no Brahmin family. For want of Brahmin 
priests people faced a lot of difficulties while 
performing the rituals at childbirth, death and at 
other times. The king looked upto the Goddess 
to find a solution. The Goddess appeared in his 
dream and told him to keep a pot full of sanctified 
ghee on one of the branches of a tree. Anyone 
takinga little ghee from that pot would be purified. 
The place where the ghee would be sprayed, 
would also be sanctified. Since then the place was 
named at Ghatagaon, which literally means the 
village of the pot. . 


Everyday the dehury performs the rituals 
such as giving the deity a bath, smearing the body 
with vermilion or sindur. Coconuts and bananas, 
flowers, etc. are offered to the Goddess. Devotees 
also offer tice, areca nut, saris, bangles and otlier 
things to the deity. People from distant piaces send 
coconuts in buses plying through Ghatagaon. . 
Makar Sankranti, Bisuva Sankranti and Raja 
Sankranti are the important festivals observed 
here. Among other festivals, Durga Puja, 
Dushahara, Laxmi Puja and Kali Puja are also 
celebrated at this place. People believe that 
Goddess Tarini offers solace to the devotees when 
they are in distress; she is the saviour of her 
devotees at the time of crisis. 
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Goddess Samaleswari at Sambalpur 


The temple of Goddess Samaleswari, the presiding 
deity of Sambalpur, is situated on the bank ofriver 
Mahanadi. Devotees 
from different parts of 
© country visit the 
mple and offer their 
Worship to’ the 
Goddess. People 
clieve that Sakti or 
‘dimata has taken 
iffernt shapes and 
stent places :Bimala 
uri, Charchika at 
anki, Mangala at 
B tpur, Bhagabati at 
anpur, Gouri at 
hubaneswar, Sarala at 
oa Biraja at 
pur, Pataneswari at 
eas t, Kushaleswari 
inika, Sureswari at 
Snepur, Chandi at 
oe and Samalai at 
ambalpur. 


a Several festivals 
© observed in the 
auPle, important 
Mong them being 
aduo Yatra, Nuakhai and Durga Puja. In rural 
wreas, people offer animal sacri fices and start 
aduo Yatra, a festival which has its roots n 
gticulture. Farmers observe this festival to protect 


ir crop from pests and to save the harvest from 
ccasion of Nuakhai, 


Goddess Sa’ maleswari 


Prabhat Kumar Sahoo 


the first produce is offered to the deity and the 
consecrated food is shared by members of the 
family, friends and 
relatives. People in 
large numbers visit the 
temple to offer their 
worship. Durga Puja 
bears special 
significance to the 
people living near this 
seat of the Sakti. 
Special puja is offered 
to the Goddess on 
Mahastami day. On the 
fullmoon day, Mahapuja 
is offered to the deity. 

In ancient times, 
the entireregion was full 
of dense forests. Tribal 
people used to live 
there : Sabaras lived in 
Sambalpur-Bargarh 
area; Binjhals in Patna 
- Bodasambar area; 
Bhuyans and Kishans in 
Bonai - Bamanda area 
and Kondhs in 
Sonepur-Boud- 
Athamallik area. They cleared the forests 
prepared the land for cultivation, installed the 
village deity at one end of village and worshipped 
Mother Earth in the form of the deity. 


This region was also inhabited by Aryan 
people. History has recorded the rule of several 


dynasties including, Airas, Somas, Gangas and 
Chauhans. In course of time these people came 
in contact with the tribal people. Goddess 
Samalai, who is the Mother Earth, is worshipped 
by all of them. Pitavali, the deity accompanying 
Goddess Samalai, is the deity of the Kondhs. It 
seems that the place name of Sambalpur has been 
derived from the name of the goddess. 


Some historians believe that Goddess 


Samalai has been worshipped at Sambalpur since » 


the 3rd century B.C. According to Gibbon, 
diamond was exported from Sambal (Sambalpur) 
region to different places of the Roman Empire. 
Ptolemy, Hieun Tsang and other historians and 
travellers have recorded that choicest diamonds 
were collected in this region. All these point to 
the existence of Sambalpur in those days. Since 
the place has derived its name from the name of 
the deity, it is believed that she has been 
worshipped since those days. 


The temple of Goddess Samaleswari was 
built during the Chauhan rule in the sixteenth 
century A.D. It is believed that by the grace of 
the Goddess, the Chauhans ruled over eighteen 
gadajats, which include Patna, Sambalpur, 
Sonepur, Sakti, Bindra, Bamanda, Boud, 
Athamallik, Bargarh, Bodasambar, Gangpur, 
Phuljhar, Chandrapur, Raigarh, Sarangagarh, 
Rairhakhol Khariar and Nuapada. 


The reigning dynasty of Sambalpur 
originated from the Chauhan dynasty of 
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THIRTEEN MORE REGIONAL T 
RAN 
OFFICES poet 


In view of the increasing number of vehic| 
Government has decided to open 13 m, 
Transport Offices in the districts of Angu 
Jagatsinghpur, Gajapati, J harsuguda, M | iri 
Bhadrak, Nawarangpur, Sonepur Bon alkangiri, 
Deogarh and Nuapada. Work in these offi i 
managed by way ofreshufiling the exist ices will be 


Patana. Narasingha Dey was the king of Patana 
and his brother, Balaram Dev ruled 
Sambalpur. Balaram Dev was brave and 
courageous. Apprehending trouble between the 
brothers, their mother divided the kingdom and 
made river Anga the boundary of the two 
kingdoms. The area to the south of the river was 
ruled by Narasingha Dev; the northern part was 
called the state of Huma and was given ic Balaram 
Dev. Balaram Dev established his capital at the 
central place, Bargarh. There is also a temple for 
Goddess Samalai at Bargarh. As a legend has it, 
he once camped at Chaunrpur on the bank of 
Mahanadi, to find a place to set up a fort. It was 
believed that King's dogs attacked a rabbit, which 
in its turn, attacked the dogs. Goddess Samalai 
appeared in a dream and asked the King to build 
a temple under a Simili tree on the other side of 
the river. Accordingly, the King built the temple 
and the fort. According to Prahlad Dube, the 
author of Jay Chandrika, the tribal people living 
on the north side of river Mahanadi used to 
worship Goddess Samalai under a Simili tree. 
King Balaram Dev worshipped the Goddess to 
win over the tribal peopie and subsequently built 
a temple for the deity. Some people believe that 


the present Samaleswari temple was buj 
Chhatrasah. ari temple was built by King 


Prabhat Kumar Sah 


Bhitibatieswar: 00 lives at 316, Baramunda. 
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Sakti Cult in Orissa 


Hinduism or Sanatan Dharma is one of the oldest 
religions of the world. An interesting and exciting 
feature of this ancient religion is the worship of 
goddesses, the female deities, to get peace and 
tranquility in this mundane world. The worship of 
Maa Jagat Janani is held mostly in the easier 
States of Orissa, Bengal, Assam and Bihar, where 
theannual festival of Maa Durga isheld with pomp 
and gaiety. Durga Puja and Kali Puja speak 
Volumes about the importance of the Sakti cult. 
Every major religious sect of Hinduism has taken 
toot in Orissa and flourished here at some point 
oftime. Lakhs of pilgrims visit Puri to have a 
glimpse of Lord Jagannath. Puri is also regarded 
as the epicenter of Tantra cult. 


_ _ Religion is more than mere performance of 
Nituals, The philosophy of Hinduism has got its 
own charm. The devout offer worship te gods 
and goddesses, they visit temples, both ancient 
and modern. The worship of Maais conducted 
In the annals of tantric ritualistic practices, 
Specially through mudras, mantras and 
mandalas enshrined in the Karmakanda. 
Mantra protects and redeems the one who utters 
it. It has a tremendous power to 
Purifies us and lift 
awareness. Tantra is the rituali 
Performed in an elaborative form. 

Amarkosa, Tantra isa loom 
owed with the Yujurvedic 
tradition of performing elaborative ritualistic 
procedure. The system of Tantra Puja was 
Validated by towering personalities suchas Panini, 
Katyayan and Patanjali. They meant Tantra as 4 


stic procedure 


According to 
Or paraphernalia foll 


transform. tt , 
s us to a higher state of ~ 


Uma Kanta Mishra 


siddhanta, an act of performance which purifies 
all other acis. Even the 15th adhikarana of 
Kautilya’s Arthasastra bears the title 
“Tantrayukti,” meaning cannons or propositions 
or principics of expositions of the sastra. 
Sankaracharya aiso spearheaded the tantric 
tradition through his “Bhasya" in Brahmasuira. 
In Europe, the female worship is conducted 
through the worship of Virgin Mary. There are 
instances of mother worship in Far East, Asian 
and African countries. The Tantra legend speaks 
of the Sati and Daskhya Prajapati episode which 
reminds us the terrible sacrifice of Sati in the Yajna 
Kunda due to the unbearable insult meted out by 
Dakshya, her father. It also tells us how Lord Siva 
in anger divided the dead body of Sati into several 
pieces and threw the pieces all over (Matsya 
Purana). The places where the parts of Sati's 
body fell are known as Saktipithas. The sacred 
places are parts of South Asia, forming the focal 
points Mother worship. There is a connection 
between the role of women in Indian life and the 
special position of female deities in the Hindu 
pantheon. An Indian woman is supposed to be 
absolutely devoted to her husband; She is 
respected as the embodiment of the deity; she 
reigns supreme in her own domain as the mother 
ofher children. Motherhood is treated with great 
respect in India. The sacred quality of 
womanhood is evident in Indian village life, where 
most women spend a considerable time in fasting 
worshipping the husshold deities and prepari ng 
special foods for numerous pujas and festivals 
ib cnatastelibalistrden, ie 
pulse is accepted, transformed 


and harmonised for one to attain spiritual 
realisation. The worship of a goddess is often 
associated with the worship of a god. The 
fundamental idea here is that the human body isa 
microcosm. From the outer view, the sexual act 
may appear to be perverse, but from the inner 
point of view, the same act signifies creation. The 
Saktas offer panchopochar puja to Maa Jagat 
Janani. There were two sects of Saktas. One 
sect interprets the sacraments literally which 
testifies worshipping a nude female as the symbol 
of the goddess. The other takes the rites 
metaphorically with five sacraments. The five 
sacraments in panchopachara puja include 
(1) Mansa(meat) (2) Maithuna (sex union) 
. (3) Matsya (fish) (4) Madya (country liquor) 
(5) Mudra (ritual hand gestures). The Saktas 
maintain utmost secrecy while performing puja. 
The puja is not an egoistic satisfaction, but rather 
an act of transcendence. Through control of sense, 
one attains spiritual ecstasy. Thus it is evident that 
one of the acts of faith 6f the people was sexual 
union, known as an act of bliss which must be 
performed in a true religious spirit and not as 
wanton indulgence to ensure spiritual welfare. The 
Vedas support this view. The five forms especially 
Maithuna is vividly engraved inthe temples of 
Konark and elsewhere. The rulers of erstwhile 
kingdoms used to perform pujas for their safety 
by ,constructing temples of godesses near their 
palaces and making arrangements for their 
worship. 


Laxmi Puja, Kali Puja, Durga Puja and 
Saraswati Puja are performed all over Orissa with 
pomp and geity. People in the plains as well as in 
the hills regions performSakti puja as per their 
own tradition. Durga Puja is performed with aiety 
during the month of Aswina, Durga is the Jagat 
Janani, the primordial force, preserver of the 
creation and the destryor of the evil. There was 
the tradition of goat sacrifice in a few Sakti 
temples. Now the system has undergone change 
in some temples. Vegetarian offerings are 
substitued in panchopochar puja. Even 
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Sankaracharya upheld the sacrifice as the 
bounden duty of a Sakti sadhaka. A ritual 
sacrifice was not meant as an act of violence. The 
ceremony was intended to establish a symbolic 
relationship between man and God. The animal 
Sacrifice was considered an act of love, 
thanksgiving or conciliation. 


There are several Sakti pithas all over 
Orissa. They include the seats of Goddess Bimala 
at Puri, Goddess Biraja at Jajpur, Goddess 
Bhubaneswari at Bhubaneswar, Goddess 
Mangala at Kakatpur, Goddess Churchika at 
Banki, Goddess Sarala at Jhankad, Goddess 
Tarini at Ghatagaon, Goddess Samaleswari at 
Sambalpur; Goddess, and Goddess Pataneswari 
at Patnagarh in Bolangir. Durga Puja in Orissa 
has its own grandeur and excellence. It is 
performed according to Utkaliya tradition, which 
is different from that of Bengal, Assam and other 
parts of India. 


The erstwhile rulers of Orissa exercised 
control over the affairs of the temples they built. 
It is believed that most of the temples had been 
built at the divine command, especially when the 
goddess directed the ruler to build the temple. 
They were the true patrons of the temples, and 
they made arrangements for performing the rituals 
in time. But now the situation has changed. At 
this juncture many temples are in a state of crisis. 


During puja, the priest offers worship to 
the deity, until he becomes one with the icon as 
the ritual proceeds, By awakening the divine spirit 
within himself, the Priest rises to a cosmic plane 
and moves to a Supermatural world. The ritual is 
nothing but the process of bringing spiritual 
consciousness from the recesses of the soul. This 
1s accomplished through a series of purifications 
which demand ri 8orous control over the body 
through Oa, pranayam and prayer. Such 
Mgorous concentration is required to bring about 
the spiritual realisation. This is accompolished 
through yoga and pranayam. 


___Theconcept of Purusa-Prikitiis the focal 
point of Sakt Cult. Sankaracharya in the first 
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Stanza of Anandalahari has described Sakti is 
theprimordial force. Without Sakti, Siva becomes 
Saba (corpse). The tantric paramasiva thinking 
'scontained in the Upanishads which have the 
idea of atman. Atman is not recognised as prana 
Busha: The Jivanamukti thinking of the 
: yee was absent in the Vedic or Upanisadic 
mee of atma. The maya concept of the 
x tra is not even implicit in the Upanishads. 
eioveh there is an inkling of Tantric idea of 
“4 Vin the Vedas and the Upanishads, there is 

Peated identification of the incorporeal 
Hepes self. Brahman is the Hiranyagarva and 

man, the individual self is merged with prikrii. 


in The Agamas or the Tantras hold the Vedas 
; great reverence. Sakti Cult has been regarded 
8 an offshoot of the Mother Goddess worship. 
ther goddesses assume importance from Vedic 
and the post Vedic times. In the Vedas, the Sakti 
i been mentioned as Durga, Vairochani 
atyayani, Kanya, Manojova, Sulohita, Rudrani, 
pe tumravaria and Visvaruchi. The Tantriks call 
ri Kumari, Kali, Kapali, Bhadrakali, Chandi, 
pla Tarini, Vijayaandjaya. The Buddhists and 
“he borrow the santric tradition and adopt it 
ay i key to their cultures. The word Sakti occurs 
nu Ozen times, in Rigveda five time with Indra, 

Ce with Asvinas, twice with pitrs and once with 
* ds, who are said to have created Agni with 

cir powers. Kalidas speaks of Maa as Uma, 
Apama, Durga, Gouri, Bhawani and Chandi and 
Hse refers to Ardha Nariswara form of Siva, 

hich is the most sadhya deity of the tantra 
Sadhakas. The tantra worship with all its 


Paraphernalia of mantra, tantra and mandals is 


Performed in the pithas. The Tantra texts are 

divided into Dakshina, Vama and Madhyama, 

®ach of which is again subdivided into anthaha 

and bahya encapusulated within terms of Divya 
aula and Vama traditional puja. 

But the fact remains that the Tantras 
Connected with Vishnu worship were the earliest 
“odes of tantric rites. The Narada Pancharaina 
'San extant Tantric literature connected with the 


|": ae 


worship of Brahma, Siva and Kumara. The 
Rigveda is an authoritative work on the tantras 
having 6000 slokas in annustuv metre and divided 
into 66 chapters with vivid descriptions of Kali, 
Tara, Sundari and Chinnamasta, the four deties 
of the Mahavidya pantheon. Sakti is associated 
with the supreme being in eternal bond. This 
aspect of Sakti is called Mahakala or absolute 
transcendental power. The first stir caused in Sakti 
is its transformation, otherwise known as Iccha 
or will. Sakti is associated with Vidya, Avidya 
and Mahavidya. Thus Tantra has syncronised the 
dualistic and non dualistic principles in anice way 
in this ephemeral world. According to Tantric 
thinking, spirit, mind and matter are ultimately one. 
Spirit is the substance of mind. All appearance is 
fashioned not by the individual mind and senses 
but by the cosmic mind and divine senses of which 
they are but a part. Shankar through his 
icely described the 


advaitavada has m1 
philosophilcal essence of Siva-Sakti cult with the 


words Jagrat, Swapna and Susupti associated 
with Maya which is difficult to understand. The 
Vedanta also accepts the mutability of the 
immutable Brahman due to operation of maya 
which causes phenomenal appearance of duality. 
In other words, maya ig the principle of cosmic 

illusion and ay idyais rather its product responsible 

for subjective comprehension. 

The priomordial force known as Sakti, 

Nada and Bindu play a pivotal role through 
or yoga of Siva and Shakti to produce 
parabindu. Though the gunas are factors of the 
gross prakriti-sakti, in subtle form they are 
contained within the higher sakti. While 
performing puja, one has to activise the mantra 
in sucha fashion that one feels to be there in the 
immortal world. The mantra is the basis of all 
creative aspects in the form of sabda and arthya 
and is the one which saves the sadhaka. It saves 
him from the evil through purification ofmind. Thus 
it contains purity which is recognised as devatwa. 
It transfonns the mind and consciousness. Thus 
mantra is sabda and sabda is Sakti. From the 


maithuna 


standpoint of consciousness, paravak is pure 
consciousness, not moved to vibration by the 
maya which reveals on accounts of its bearing 
the reflection of chaitanya. The vibratory states 
are pasyanti, madhyama and vaikhari. Pasyanti 
which is in the nature of bindu, is the foml of 
general motion, manifested in the region between 
Muladhara and the Manipura. It is associated with 
mind. Madhyama manifests as nadahindu. 
Vaikkhari is a form of vija or seed as 
madhayama is of nada and pasyanti is of bindu. 
The Parasakti or three consciousness has got 
aspects namely Iccha, Kriya and Jnana Sakti. 
These are associated with Tantrik Mahavidya : 
Kali, Tara and Tripurasundari. 


It may be that particular substance (dhatu) 
mood (vritti) of the body and particular are 
connected with particular chakras, The other 
chakras might have symbolic reality which are 
placed before the worshipper for the purpose of 
yogic instructions and meditation. The 9 chakras 
repersent sristi, sthiti and sanhara. 


Since the yantra represents the entire 
process of creation and destruction, its description 
from the embdded chakras to bindu is known 
as layakamla. The central bindu unites 
Kamaswar and Kamaswari and it represents Devi 
Tripura. 


However, divinity itself cannot be easily 
seized by the mind. An image of Devi is placed 
before the sadhaka. Display of mudra is a 
common act of the ritual. It symbolises state of 
the personality of an individual in worship. A 
mudra stabilizes the union of prana and apana 
so that the natural rhythm is not broken. Mudras 
are performed by sitting on asanas. By yoga 
practice, an individual can experience a feeling of 
physical well being and happiness. Nyasa isan 
important aspect of worship. It means placing of 
hands of the worshipper on different parts of his 
body, uttering appropriate mantras, thinking that 
by this action the corresponding parts of the body 
of the Devi are placed there in his own body. Eight 
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terms of siddhis are attained by the nyasa. There 
are other types of nyasas like tatvanyasa, 


Jivanyasa, and yyapakanyasa, etc. Similarly 


Devi's kavacha is nothing but an indestructable 
armour which protects the body of the 
worshipper. 


All these precede pranayam. According 
to the Gautamiya Tantra, pranayam is of 2 kinds 
viz. sagarbha and nigarbha. The first one can 
be performed alongwith japa and mantra and 
the second one can he performed without any 
mantra and only according to counts. Pranayam 
is nothing but mind-control. Breath control 
induces mind to be free from external objects. 
The five elements of the body are purified in this 
way by coming in contact with Mahavidya brought 
about by means of Rechaka, (exhalation). 


Puraka(inhalation) and Kumbhaka (retention ) 
of breath, 


Japa is of four kinds, namely, gross, subtle, 
supreme and purasharana. In the gross form, 
the sound predominates. In the subtle japa there 
is no audible sound, the lips and other organs 
shaped into a position which by coming in contact 
with air, produce an inaudible sound. The 
parajapa is absolutely mental. The japa has 
relative values, attached to thought and its 
materialisation takes place in sound and in words. 
Purschharana is the repetition of muntra fora 
number of times. The mantra should be 
performed Strictly according to the ritual. It 
represents the union of Siva and Sakti. it gives an 
intutitve consciousness of the nature of the 
transparent reality. 


The mahabivya upasana covers a wide 
gamut of Sakti Cult, covering Tara, Sodasi, 
Bhubaneswar, Dhumabati, Bagala, Matangin, 
Kamalanika, Tripura Sundari, Kali and Durg@ 
Thus the ten mahavidyas represent stages in which 
Sakti manifests herself, exhibiting preservation of 
the creation. The Sakti embodies the four 
principles of Dharma, Artha, Kama an 
Moksha. She is herself the enjoyer and the 
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‘njoyed. She reveals her symbolic message 
\ through spontaneous and subtle spanda, through 
} the word AUM. Shankara’s Advaitavada is more 
a to the theory established by the Tantra 
ras. According to him, Prakriti, the 
os principle is not totally independent 
the other, the formless consciousness, Purusha. 


ad Chandi is another important aspect of the 
ei : Cult. The Chandi Mahatyam dates back 
of atya Yuga, which centres round the 
; Versation among Sage Medha, Suratha, the 
Usted king and a beggar turned businessman, 
re While travelling in a dense forest out of 
‘tration, both the ousted king and the 
een came across Sage Medha and 
fe ated their misfortunes and fell at the sage's 
tt. The very day was Aswina Saptami and 
ae advised them to start Durga Puja and 
inue till Navami. Under the guidance of 
dha, they performed Durga Puja and got back 


their lost kingdom and lost propertic. Fach 
sadhaka should go through Chandi. It cunsis'< 
of 700 s/okas with 18 chapters. The proce: 

are elaborate with pranayam, dhyana, kilaka, 
asana, mudras, kavacha, and so on. 


On this sacred occasion, let us offer o 
sincere prayers to the Goddess : 


Ya devi sarva bhutesu Sakti rupena sansthita 
Namahtaseye, namalitaseye, Namulitaseye mamo namah. 


References : 
L James J Preston. Cult of Goddess. 


2; Sarbeswar Satapathy. Sakti /cnography in 
Tantrik Mahavidyas. 


——— 


ee 
_ssistant Director, Planning & 


Uma Kanta Mish: 
Co-ordination Department, Orissa, Bhubaneswar. 


MARTYR BAJI ROUT REMEMBERED 


Hon'ble Minister for 
Hon'ble Minister. for 1.& P. 
and Shri R.B. Nayak, Dire 
organised at 


Soochana Bhavan on October | 


25 


Panchayati Raj, Shri Surendranath Nai: 

R., Shri Duryodhan Majhi, Shvi N.Nanda, Mica 
ctor, .& P.R. Department at the function 
1,2001 to mark the 


anniversary of martyrdom of Baji Rout. 


A feeling of love and good will pervades the social 
life in India. People rejoice in festivals; they meet 
their friends and relatives and renew their bonds. 
Since most of the festivals have their origin in 
religion, people worship gods and goddesses, on 
these occasions and share the consccreted 
offerings among themselves. They pray for the 
fulfilment of their desires, for their own prosperity 
and for the wellbeing of the society, 


Festivals like Durga Puja, Diwali, 
Mohurrum and Christmas are celebrated all over, 
India. Specific rituals are associated with certain 
festivals at particular places. These rituals add 
local colour to those festivals. Durga Puja and 
Dussera are celebrated all over the country. Sakti 
or the Divine Mother is worshipped at different 
places. The festival holds a special meaning to 
the people of Orissa. Special pujas are offered 
to the Goddess at Sakti pithas or the seats of 
the Goddess. Specific rituals are observed from 
Mahalaya, the new moon day in the month of 
Aswina, to the tenth day in the bright fortnight. 
Images of the Goddess are worshipped from the 
seventh to the tenth day of the fortnight at specially 
constructed and tastefully decorated puja 
mandaps. Durgastami or the eighth day of the 
bright fortnight is considered especially holy, when 
devout Hindus observe fast and offer pujas to 
Goddess Durga. 


For the people living in the western parts 
of Orissa, Durgastami is especially significant. On 
this occasion, women observe Bhai Jiuntia, 
wishing long life and prosperity of their brothers. 


Orissa Review # October - 2001 


Bhai Jiuntia 


Susil Kumar Panigrahi 


They spend the day fasting and wearing Jiuntia, a 
special thread on their left upper arm. They collect 
108 duba grass in a bundle and 108 grains of 
rice ina container for each brother, which they 
offer to the Goddess. The next morning, they 
touch their brothers' foreheads with the grass and 
after that they break their fast. They believe that 
they get the blessings of the Goddess for the long 
life, happiness and prosperity of their brothers. 


Asa legend has it, once a young man fell in 
love with a beautiful princess. They kept their love 
story secret. However, the king came to know of 
their love. The lovers wanted to marry, but the 
king stood on their way. The youngman had to 
pay aheavy price for falling in love with a princess: 
he was killed. The young man's sister prayed to 
Goddess Durga fora long and prosperous life of 
her brother. Her devotion to the Goddess was 80 
pure that the Goddess granted her prayer and 


gave anew life to the young man, who eventually 
married the princess, 


Bhai Jiuntia and Raksha Bandhan are 
observed in the same spirit. Now-a-days brothers 
present gifts to the sisters on this occasion. The 
observance of the rituals and the celebration of 
the festival shows the spirit of love and goodwill 
animating the social life in this part of the country: 


mo eeeeeNSsSsaeeeT 


Susil Kumar Panigrahi lives at Dalaipat® 
Sambalpur-768001, 
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Gandhiji, Our Commander-in-Chief 


nwound 1940 Iwas the Secretary of the Cuttack 
istrict Congress Committee. Prior to that, in 
1938, [had become a member of the All India 
Congress Committee. When the Independent 
Ocialist Party was formed in 1948, I could not 
pune as a member of the AICC. However, 
uring the Satyagraha movement of 1 940, Iwas 
Anefledged activist of the Congress party. The 
t ndia Congress Committee gave full powers 
° Gandhiji to lead the movement. We had to 
Ollow the All India Congress Committee’s 
Irection, 


It was decided not to render any help to 

the British in its war efforts. But it was fully leftto 

andhiji to decide what sort of struggle to launch 

Bane to go for an all-out fight with the 
Titish, 


There was lot of debate going on about 
Whether this was the appropriate time to launch 
areal fight against the British. On the one side 
Wehad Hitler's, Fascism —on the other, the British. 

“ther Congress nor Gandhiji wanted to extend 
“upport to either side. At the same time, the 
desire to bring a quick end to the British rule was 
Setting stronger. A direct fight with British 
administration would make it totter, and a 
Weakened administration would mean indirectly 

elping the Hitler side. Our policy of non- 
Cooperation with the war efforts was applicable 
oth to the British as well as to Germany an 


his was a meaning less allegation. They were 
| stand due toa lack of 


‘dopting this anti-nationa alacl 
total loyalty to their motherland. All their actions 
Were dictated by Soviet Russia and were 
thfluenced by the national interests of that country. 


Surendra Nath Dwivedi 


How baseless such allegation of the communists 
were became clear in the next phase of the 
struggle for Indian independence. When the final 
phase of the fight with British imperialism started 
in 1942, the communists did not lend their support 
to the Indian cause. On the other hand, under 
the direction of Soviet Russia, whose interests they 
wanted to protect, they took the side of British 
imperialists. 

Allthis has now become history. Yet when 
we write about our struggle for independence and 
our imprisonment, it would be appropriate to talk 
about:the objectives of the struggle. 


To call Gandhiji a Fascist is a gross 
injustice. In a war the commander-in-chief 
employs many strategies. There may be one stand 
in the public, but for the soldiers the directions 
may be different. No one disapproves of such 
dual tactics ina war. Soldiers are always sensitive 
to such tactics : they can guess these from the 
hints given or from particular types of action. 
However, Gandhiji’s strategy as one of direct 
rebellion. He did not want to hide anyihing from 
the public. 


Let me narrate one particular incident. ] 
had gone to meet Gandhiji to seek his advice. 
The Japanese sank a British merchant ship in the 
Bay of Bengal near the shores of Kujanga in 
Cuttack district. The ship was smashed to pieces, 
The merchandise came floating to the shore, This 
was grabbed by the people and started appearin 
in the market. Noone knew from sucha lead 
distance how the Japanese submarine came ie 
stealthily and sank the British ship. There was 
excitement everywhere, panic spread — bid 


- among the public, butin the minds of British rulers 


Everyone thought that a Japanese attack was 
imminent, and it would start from the shores of 
Orissa. Out of panic, the British shifted the 
secretariat from Cuttack to Sambalpur. Gradually 
the general public got infected by the panic after 
seeing the disquiet among their British rulers, 
Many people left the Cuttack town and headed 
towards the villages. It was a tricky situation 
and people were perplexed. The varhjat kings, 
who were like pet dogs of the Bri isin, also started 
getting panicky. Suppose the British rule came 
to an end, who would help them? Many of them 
started making preparations. They got ready to 
show the white flag of peace when the J apanese 
came to surrender to them. 


We were getting worried. What will 
happen to us? What stand will C ongress take? 
Will the Congress side with the Japanese at this 
hour of crisis and achieve the aim of driving out 
the British with their help? Netaji Subhas was 
already clear, “the enemy of the British is our 
enemy”. He had already escaped from the 
clutches of the British while being held a prisoner 
by them. Who will blame us ifwe adopt the same 
strategy and try to throw the British out with 
Japanese help? We the Congressmen of Orissa 
were disturbed by such confusing thoughts. We 
decided to seek Gandhiji’s advice. I was at that 
time the Editor of United Press. Its office was in 


"Gandhiji Amar Senapati" 
1997. Translated by Mrut 


Orissa Review # Octobersa001 


from Kara Anubhuti (pages 1-3) by Surendra Nath Dwiy. 
yunjay Sarangi, 63, 28" Cross Street, Indira Nayar, Adya’ 


my tesidence at Teleng: —\zaar. It was decided 
that no one would suspeci me, if] went to consult 
Gandhiji and get his direction. For me, this would 
be my first political meeting with Gandhiji. I left 
for Nagpur by train from Sambalpur. From there 
I went by bus to Sewagram, in case anyone 
suspected and arrested me, if I took a train to 
Sevagram. | have narrated in detail my meeting 
with Gandhiji on that occasion in my book The 
-lugust Revolution. 


So we were in a dilemma. What to do? 
Gandhiji’s direction was clear : "Go only for non- 
violent resistance! Face Japanese bullets! Fly 
our tricolour! Tell the Japanese that our fight is 
for driving away the Biritsh. But we will not 
welcome you either. You too, should leave! We 
will run our country, only our flag should fly. Here 
we will never surrender. The Fascist forces are 
as much our enemy as the Imperialist forces. If 
any Congressman is scared, send him to me. ! 
will give him shelter at Sevagram’’. 


There was no confusion in Gandhiji’s 
Message. It was our rare privilege to wage the 
fight for independence under such a commander- 
in-chief. Our countrymen have achieved freedom 
under his leadership. The core theme of the non- 
Violent struggle was : scaring the British empire 
through civil disobedience, even if it leads to 
imprisonment and many other sacrifices. 


edi. Cuttack : Orissa Book Store, 
r, Chennai 600 020. 


Surendra Nath Dwivedi with 
Nabakrushna — Choudhuri, 
Malati Choudhuri, Biswanath 
Pasayat and Gokul Mohan 
Raychudamani: 1937. 
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Surendra Nath Dwivedi: A Tribute 


Ar 
a, freedom fighter, veteran politician, 
ing exponent of: socialism, Parliamentarian and 


an : Sas 
oted writer, Surendra Nath Dwivedi passed 
away on October 


1, 2001. He 
breathed his last at 
the Ispat General 
Hospita L 
Rourkela, where 
he was under life 
support system. 


oy 11, 1913. At the age of 1 i 
q ies to join the Civil Disobedience 

a was inspired by the call given by Mahatma 
i andhi. He served several terms for 

nthe freedom movement. He w eased from 
he in 1946, after the Simla a 
Ror between the Indian National Co 
c © Government. He was lodged 
Snfinement in Koraput jail for takin 
Part in the August Revolution. 


Dwivedi joined the Congr 
uit the part 


Pp ; 
arty in 1948, Later, he 4 


ess Socialist 
i joined the 


iprbie Chief Mi 
She een Patnaik, Eg. 
Ho. ker, Shri Sarat Kumar “tile bi 
As n'ble Union Minister, >" 
R aja Kishore Tripathy: on'ble 
Saas Minister. Shrt 
ne Harichan 
nurendra Nath Dwive 
Sabha on October 12, 


Praja Socialist Party and became i 
Chairman. He was elected to the Seren 
1952. In 1957, he was elected to the Lok Soba 
from Kendrapara constituency, as a candidate f 
Praja Socialist Party. He was re-elected in 1962 
1 967 and 1970. He made his mark a : 
Parliamentarian for his crusade against cory; ti : 
His book, Political Corruption in India (1966 
has been widely acclaimed. Dwivedi served : 
the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh from i997 ‘ 
to 1993. He relinquished office due to ill health 


Dwivedi made significant contributions to 
education and literature. He set up Basti 
Memorial Trust in memory of Dhuleswar Bastia 
to impart technical, professional and weabicel 
courses. He received Orissa Sahitya Akademi 
award for his work, Karagara Kahani (The 
Prison Story). He was awarded an honora ; 
degree of Doctor of Laws by Sambal et 
University. His works include the ee ne 
Jawaharlal Nehru's Glimpses of World Histo a 
Dwivedi briefly worked as a journalist fo ite 
National Herald and the UNI. He was the uk * 
of the Oriya weekly, Krushak and a quart a 
magazine, Krantipath. aay 

A close associate of Ach 
Dev, Jayprakash Narayan, Ram ie 
and Aruna Asaf Ali, Dwivedi will be ee ead 
for his socialistic ideals and his contributi es 
the Indian political life. i 


29-20-2002 (QTD), AAQA= TCI 
ic ee 


An eminent freedom fighter, a veteran politician, 
achampion of the poor and the downtrodden and 
above all, a compassionate humanist, Jayprakash 
Narayan made significant contributions to the 
Indian public life. His crusade against exploitation 
and injustice and his sincere efforts to root out 
corruption from public life earned a unique place 
for him in the history of modern India. 


Jayprakash was born to Phularani Devi 
and Harsu Dayal at Sitabdiara on the confluence 
of the Ganga and Ghagra rivers, in the district of 
Saran in Bihar on October 11, 1902. He was 
educated in Patna Collegiate School, and after 
Matriculation, he was admitted to the Science 
course in Patna College. The call for the Non- 
Cooperation Movement moved him to give up 
his studies in Patna University. He then came to 
the Bihar Vidyapith, where he took his I.Sc. In 
1920, he married Prabhavati, the daughter of Braj 
Kishore, a renowned lawyer in Bihar, who 
championed the cause of the workers on the 
indigo plantations of Champaran. 
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Lok Nayak Jayprakash Narayan 


Pankaja Charan Maharana 


In 1922, Jayprakash went to the USA to 
pursue higher studies there. He studied at lowa, 
Chicago, Wisconsin, California and Ohio. He did 
his M.A. at Ohio University. During his stay abroad 
he did part-time Jobs in an orchard and in a 
restaurant to meet his expenses there. During those 
days, he read the works of Karl Marx and was 
deeply influenced by the Marxist philosophy. 
MLN. Roy's writings also made an impact on him. 


On his return from the United States in 
1929, Jayprakash briefly worked as the Professor 
of Sociology at Banaras Hindu University. He 
gave up the job to join the struggle for freedom, 
Which Was gaining momentum in the 19208. 
Gandhiji's appearance on the political scene had 
clectrified the movement. The call of Gandhiji 
inspired patriotic sentiments in Jayprakash, who 
had recently returned from the US. The Indian 
National Congress, in its Lahore session on 
December 31, 1929 adopted Poorna Swarajy4 
or complete independence for India as the goal 
of the Congress. The Salt Satyagraha started in 
1930. Jayprakash went underground and 


Hon'ble Chief Minister 
Shri Naveen Patnaik 
Wl Presiding over the !s! 
preparatory meeting of Lok 
Nayak Jayprakash Narayan 
birth centenary celebration 
committee - October 3, 200! 
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ae hisrevolutionary activities at atime when 
ost of the leaders were behind the bars. 


i Jayprakash held Gandhiji in high esteem, 
rie certain counts he differed from the 
i atma. He was not happy when the Gandhiji 
ae the non-cooperation movement after 
fi dhi-Irwin Pact was signed in 1931. During 
ae of the movement, Jayprakash spent 
the F of varying durations in different prisons of 

ountry. He was arrested on his way from 
eee to Bombay and was sent to Nasik Jail, 
cre he met Achyut Patavardhan and Minoo 
Ae On his release from jail, he alongwith 
arya Narendra Dev formed the All India 
Ngress Socialist Party. Eminent Jeaders likeRam 
anohar Lohia, Kamala Devi Chattopadhyaya 


and lV; 
‘a Minoo Masani, were associated with the 


embodiment of 
olution. During 
dand lodged in 
tly sent to the 


Jayprakash was an 
‘ v, itable courage and firm res 
Ne War II, he was arreste 
Cany ay Jail. He was subsequen 
oy in Delhi and thereafter, 
tee He and five of his fr 
ed the prison wall and escapee: 
°vernment announced a reward for the person 
a © could’ give a clue leading to his arrest. 
e Yprakash was arrested in Nepal, but he again 
Scaped. This time he was arrested 10 Delhi. 


After India achieved independence» 
id not achieve 


J 
eae Socialist Patty | politi 

arkable success in electora DOA 
ettainly made a mark in the dian political life. 

© tried to fi ies 

ind alternatives ' 
jaiticipated in the Sarvodaya Oe 
Munched by Vinobaji. He donated his Jani Jand 
PPealed to the land owners to donate ee es 
4 Ting about a change dec live’ ett. 

lons, 


indo 


iends cleverly 
The 


t a change in 

the jj Jayprakash worked 1° ae knew that a 

People, who had been misled 

-°uld be brought back to them: dered; 
ative, the decoits of Chambal surren 


was shifted to ° 


dreaded bandit Madho Singh repented for the 
crimes committed by him. This was something 
unique in the history of the modern world. 


Jayprakash stood for freedom of the 
individual and upheld the values of democracy. 
He reacted sharply to the promulgation of internal 
emergency in 1 975, which led to scuttling the voice 
of dissent, censoring the press and arresting the 
leaders indiscriminately. There were student 
unrests in Gujarat and Bihar. Jayprakash gave a 
call for Sampoorna Kranti or Total Revolution. 
He was arrested. As he fell ill, he was admitted 
to Jaslok Hospital in Bombay. When general 
elections to the Lok Sabha were declared in 1977, 
Jayprakash made a fervent appeal to the 
opposition parties to unite and fight the Congress 
Party from asingle platform. It was mainly due to 
his efforts that several political parties such as 
Congress (Organisation), Lok Dal, Socialist Party 
and Janasangh came together to form the Janata 
Party. With the blessings of Jayprakash, the party 
made a remarkable success at the hustings and 
came to power. 

J ayprakash visited Orissa several times to 
work for the spread of socialist ideals and in 
connection with the Bhoodan Movement. In 
1939, he presided over a provincial level youth 
conference. In 1975, he addressed mammoth 
gatherings at Jnarsuguda, Sambalpur, Angul 
Dhenkanal, Cuttack and Bhubaneswar. Leaders 
like Gopabandhu Choudhuri, Nabakrushna 
Choudhuri, Rama Devi, Manmohan Choudhuri 
Surendra Nath Dwivedi, Harekrushna Mahtab, 
Biju Patnaik and Rabi Ray were his sass 
associates in Orissa. 


Jayprakash breathed his last on October 
8, 1979. The Council of Ministers of Orissa, i 
an emergent meeting on the same day, con imal 
the sad demise of the great leader. 


Orissa Government Mourns the Death of 
Lok Nayak Jayprakash Narayan . 


The apostle of non-violence, social justi 

- ; , Social justic 

and integrated Indian polity is no more wae, a 

Nayak Jayprakash who gave a new shape and fee A 
ion 


to the Indian aspiration for social justice and equality, 
the creation of a social order based on freedom from 
fear and economic well-being of the common man has 
left us for ever. The State Government join the people of 
this vast Nation in recording their profound sense of 
shock and sorrow at his demise. The Nation has 
suffered a loss which is irreparable. The void created 
by his departure will remain for a long time to come. 
As the Father of a new revolutionary social order, a 
dreamer and a visionary who was also a great man of 
action and organization, Jayprakash Narayan has few 
equals in history. His true place is in the hearts of the 
millions of his country-men who loved him dearly. We 
join millions in this country in praying to Lord Almighty 
that his soul may rest in peace and that his example 
inspires us with confidence for the new tasks ahead. 


(Orissa Gazette. Extraordinary issue 8.10.1979) 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, 


Jayprakash 
on October 


11, 2001. 


programme, Agro Service Centres, 
prevention and recovery. 
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inaugurating the birth centenary cele. 


Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan is also pr 


OSDMA NEWSLETTER 


The second issue of The Response, the 
has been published. It contains an informative 
2001. Besides disseminating useful informatio 
undertaken by Government and Non-Governme 


and OSDMA news, it features brief write. 


Jayprakash gave a new dimension to the 
Indian aspiration for equality and social justice. 
He worked for a social order based on freedom 
from fear and hunger. He will always be 
remembered for his upright nature, his political 
philosophy, and practical wisdom. 


Pankaja Charana Maharana is the Asst. Director 
(Production) in I & P.R. Department. He lives at 
Qrs No.E-45/1, Rental Colony, Bhubaneswar. 


Shri Naveen Patnaik 


brations of 


Narayan at Soochana Bhavan 


Hon'ble Minister, 


esent. 


quarterly newsletter of OSDMA, 
article on Orissa Floods 
N on reconstruction work 
nt agencies, book briefings 
“ups on Food for Work 


and the role of UNDP in crisis 


4 


San dar Vallabhabhai Patel isremembered for his 


He wasa great leader, who ele 
for ipbypatieipatnainte struggle | 
he eedom. Patel was a man of 
fe 12 determination; he wasa| 
Lee politician and an|° 
tin anding statesman, who 
eee the problems of the 
ene He possessed a generous 
ob; » but in the pursuit of larger 
ae he never allowed 
Hen orsentiments to weaken | 
a cology. S.R. Bakshi in his | 
Polj entitled Sardar Patel : His 
Bee Ideology says that 
& ar Patel's "political career was a rom 
4 8 In the long-drawn political struggle for the 
unmet of swaraj for India." He says that Patel's 
sj ntributions to the freedom movement one as 
ignificant as those of Nehru, Rajendra Prasad, 
aulana Abul Kalam Azad or any other leader 


ofthe country. 


antic 


_ Patel was born at Nadiad in Kaira district, 
jarat on October 31, 1875. He studied first at 
adiad and later in Bombay, where he obtained 

degree in Law. He set up 4 practice at Borsad 

in 1902. He went to England for higher studies 


and became a barrister in 1912. 


Sardar Patel appeared in public life in 
1915, when he joined Gujarat Sabha. In 1917, 
: Municipal Board, 


© Was elected a member of the ipal 
edabad, He organised famine reliefin 1918. 
€ became the Chairman of the Ahamedabad 


SI aa oe ‘ 
gnal contributions to the political unification of 
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel : A Tribute 


Jyotirmati Samantaray 


Municipal Board first in 1919 and again in 1924. 
In 1928 he led Bardoli Satyagraha and came to 
be known as the Sardar of 
Bardoli. He participated in the Salt 
Satyagrah of 1930 and was 
sentenced to a term of seven 
months. Patel presided over the 
Congress session at Karachi. He 
‘| was arrested in 1930, and was 
sentenced to 16 months of 
imprisonment. In 1940, Patel was 
again arrested under Defence of 
India Act. He took a leading part 
in the Quit India Movement and 
was arrested on 9th August 1942. 
He was released on 15th June 
1945. In the Interim Government formed in 1946, ~ 
he became the Home Minister of the country. After 
India achieved independence in 1947, Patel 
strove hard to bring about the political unification 
of the country by making the merger of the 
princely states with the Indian union. Under his 
dynamic statesmanship, the merger of the states 
became areality. 

Patel was aware ofhis cultural heritage. In 
1918, when India was carrying on its struggle for 
freedom in the Kheda district, Patel acted as 
Gandhiji's lieutnant. In 1928, Patel led the 
Satyagraha in Bardoli. In 1930, he was appointed 
acting President of the Indian National Congress, 
In 1931, he became its President. As a disciple 
of Gandhiji, Patel was committed to the gospel 
of non-violence. Sardar Patel was keen about 
Hindu-Muslim harmony. He took the lead in 
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working for the merger of the princely states, 
thereby achieving the political unification of the 
country. Evil designs of rulers of many princely 
states could be defeated due to his heroic 
determination. 


Patel had firm faith in Gandhian socialism. 
Like Gandhiji, he wanted the development of rural 
industries. Sardar Patel's political realism rested 
on the sound principle that a cause is always 
greater than an individual. Vallabhbhai has been 
regarded as the Iron-man of India. He was a great 
patriot, a distinguished nationalist and aman of 
unwavering determination. He stands comparison 
to Bismark of Germany and Mazzini of Italy. 


Vallabhbhai was not bom great, but he rose 
to greatness by his devotion to duty and his 
dedicated service to his motherland. He showed 


his able statesmanship in managing the affairs of 
India polity. 


Asa young man, he was noted for his spirit 
of adventure. He loved the things which are good 
for life but did not believe in the Gandhian doctrine 
of self-abnegation. 


Dealing with Vallabhbhai's legal career as 
acandid, outspoken Mavlankar observes that he 
would spare neither the judge nor the prosecutor 
nor the police and call a spade a spade. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai showed a great concem 
for the welfare of the people. He worked whole- 
heartedly for the poor and on oppressed and 
devoted his time to organising relief. during famine 


HEALTH CLINICS TO PROMOTE TOURISM 


and plague. He believed in steadiness and did not 
welcome any change in his attitude unless he felt 
an imperative need for it. His forte was action. 
He was reserved, silent and stubborn. He showed 


aremarkable capacity to work hard for achieving 
his goal. 


Sardar Patel felt that life was the greatest 
repository of learning and wisdom which could 
not be achieved even in the largest library. He 
enriched his conversation with quotations from 
the Srimad Bhagabat Gita and the great epics, 
often to the great delight of his listeners. 


Patel was a great statesman with 
outstanding qualities of leadership. He gave India 
political and administrative stability. The younger 
generation should draw inspiration from his life 
and learn from the philosophy of this great man. 
They should come forward to shoulder the 
responsibility of nation-building. 


Sardar Patel passed away on December 
15, 1950. He was acrusader against corruption 
in public life. He believed in honesty and 
transperancy in administration. His birthday marks 
the beginning of Vigilance Awareness Week in 
the country. By maintaining integrity and 
transparency in all spheres of life, we can pay our 
best tributes to this great man of India. 


Sense 
Jyotirmati Samantaray works as Assistant Information 


Officer, State Information Centre, Soochana Bhawan, 
Bhubaneswar. 


Health tourism, a joint venture project, has been taken up Wee 
by the Orissa Tourism Development Corporation. Under this | 
project, facilities have been extended to set up health clinics 

at important tourist places of the state. The first eyer such |j 
clinic called Ayur Clinic, a joint venture project of O.T.D.C. 
and Kerz..1 Ayurveda Pharmacy Ltd., has been inaugurated 
by Shri Bijayshree Routray, Hon'ble Minister for Tourism 
and Culture, at Bhubaneswar on September 26, 2001. This 


will facilitate the development of both Ayurveda and Tourism 
in the state. 


ia ul i 
Hon'ble Minister, Shri Bijayshree Routrey 
inaugurating the Ayur Clinic at Bhubanesw 4 
Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Shri R. Balakrishna 
Director, Tourism, Shri G.N. Mohanty are present. 
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.| Rice Technology and Rice-Based Cropping 
_ Systems for Resource Poor Farmers of Orissa 


ei India, especially Orissa is endowed with 
fay tnatural resources (i.e. sun shine, water, 

ourable climatic conditions) which permits 
Ae and yield ofa number of crops throughout 
Bice, But the spectacular progress made in 
ein tural production has lagged behind in Orissa 
ay g to a number of biotic, abiotic and socio- 
- ned constraints. Poor exploitation of water 
meth ces especially ground water, traditional 
a of crop cultivation, mono cropping, low 
fod Use; cattle grazing, occasional drought and 
os during cropping season and predominance 
is €source-poor farmers unable to invest on 
we crop management are some of the 

enecks for higher productivity- 


f Rice is the main crop of majority of the 
amers, but it does not pay good dividends 
to the factors like poor farmers’ inability to 
= €st on inputs, poor plant population, late 
aan local varieties, wild rice menance, 
vil lem of insects like termite, gundhibug and 

emborer and disease like blast in uplands and 


i ll midge infestation in lowlands. Hence, to 
Ncrease the production of rice and overall 
tus of poor 


i : 

"provement of economic sta’ 

amers, rice based cropping systems should 
© adopted. 


a On the basis of 
c arm experimentatio : 
Uttack, Dhenkanal, Kalahandi, Balasore and 
ulbani districts suitable cropping systems 
‘Or alluvial and lateritic soils have been 


identified, For this systematic experiments 
Were conducted to generate location specific 
A brief of rice 


'echnology on different crops- 


more than 10 years of 
n in farmers’ fields in 


Y.V. Singh 
K.P. Jha 
S. Sasmal 


technology for alluvial and lateritic (contribute 
60% of total land) soils is presented in table 1. 
Besides, suitable rice-based cropping systems for 
alluvial as well as lateritic soils is reported 


hereunder. 


Alluvial Soil 

For. rainfed uplands, suitable rice 
technology is described in Table-1. Under 
midlands, rice seeding during first fortnight of June 
has been found optimum. Rice should be sownis 
rows behind the country plough ata spacing of 
20 cm x 15 cm. Seeding by punji (8-10 seeds/ 
hill) in direct seeded rice has been found the best. 
Phosphatic fertilizer should be applied as basal in 
furrows (in direct seeded crop) and nitrogen and 
potassium after 12-15 days after sowing at the 
time of interculturing and at panicle initiation 
stages. In transplanted crops N should be given 
in3 splits. A fertilizer dose of 60:30:30 kg of N: 
P,O,: Ohas been found optimum. Among the 
different varieties tested, Moti, Padmini, Swarna 
proved better in medium lands, while Vandana, 
banaprabha, Kalinga I, Sneha proved promusing 
for uplands. Under unbunded uplands varieties 
maturing within 90 days and bunded uplands 
varieties maturing in 100-110 days proved 
better. ’ 

Under rainfed lowlands varieties like 
Gayatri, Tulasi, Savitri, Sarala, Pooja and Durga, 
etc. have been found promising. Under lowlands 


sowing during second fortnight of May behind the . 


plough has proved better. 


Among the different cropping systems tried 
under rainfed uplands, maize (for green cobs) 


followed by tomato was most remunerative giving 
a net return of Rs.47,500 /ha to the farmers 
second best sequence was rice-tomato giving a 
net retum of Rs.34,700/ha under rainfed lowlands, 
only rice green gram could be feasible. 


Lateritic Soils 


This type of soil has many problems like 
poor fertility, soil acidity and excess Fe, Al 
and poor P. Hence, addition of lime @1/4LR 
has been found to be remunerative in such 
soils. Application of P through SSP has been 
found better and for more superior results SSP 
should be mixed with FYM (1.5 to 10 ratio) 
and applied in furrow at sowing. Application 
of poultry droppings has been found very 
useful. A brief of technology package for 
lateritic rainfed uplands (unbunded) is given 
in Table-1. 


Under medium land rice varieties Moti, 
Padmini and Swarna were promising and got 
wide acceptance by the farmers, 


Rice Production Technolo 


gy for alluvial and lateritic uplands of Orissa 
Sl Components Alluvial Soils 


No. 
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Table - 1 


Under lowlands, Sarala gave the highest 
yield followed by Gayatri, Tulasi and Savitri 
while under deep lowlands 'Panidhan' was the 
highest yielder. 


Among the different cropping systems 
tested under rainfed uplands, maize-tomato 
gave higher net return of Rs.37,000/ha and it 
was followed by rice-tomato (Rs.35,000/ha). 
But for getting remunerative price of tomato 
Proper crop planning was required. Tomato 
seedling were kept ready and planted just after 
harvesting of rice and transplanting was done 
just after harvesting. For better moisture 
conservation, earthing up operation was done 
in tomato. Planting of.tomato were done in 
different phases to get better market price. If 
prices of tomato came too low, then tomato 
seed extraction was adopted and pulp was used 
for preparation of sauce etc. Therefore, with 
Proper crop planning and adoption of 
improved technology farmers can get good 
yield from tainfed-ecosystem. 


Light textured red lateritic soil 


1. Field preparation Use Bose plough and apply 


and soil amend- 
ments 


ladder. 
2. Varieties 


FYM for land preparation 
followed by 2 ploughings 
with country plough and 
level the field through a 


Annada, Pathara, Parijat 


Use bose plough for land prepara- 
tion. Apply FYM and paper sludge 
@ 1500 kg/ha followed by 2 plou- 
ghings with country plough and 
level the field through a ladder. 


Vandana, Banaprabha, Kalinga-II 


Sneha. 
Seeding 1-15 June 15-30 June 
4. Seed rate 100 kg./ha 80 kg/ha 
Seed treatment Treat with Chlorpyrifos @ Treat with Chlorpyrifos @ 0.5 kg: 
against termite 0.5 kg. a.i./100 kg seed or a.i./100 kg seed or Folidol dust @ 
25 kg Folidol dust/ha 


25 kg/ha 
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6. Method of seeding Use drill/place seeds behind Place seeds behind plough (8-10 
plough(8-10 seeds per hill) —_ seeds/hill) 20 cm between rows and 


20 cm row to row and 15 15 cm between hills. 
cmhilltohill = 
7. Weed control Butachlor @ 1.25 kg a.i/ Run finger hoe/old country plough 


ha following first shower in inter-space within 10-14 days 
after seeding + one hand after germination + one hand weed- 
weeding ing. 

8. Fertilizer and manure Dwarf short duration For Vandana and Banaprabha 
Apply 60 kg N: 30kg ’ Apply 40-45 kg N, 20-30 kg P.O, 
P,O, and 30 kg K,O/ha and 20-30 kg. K,O/ha ‘ 


(a) All P and K as basal (a) 20-30 kg P,O,+2¢t FYM at 
(b) Apply N in 3 equal sowing. : 
splits at sowing, active (b) 20-22 kg N+ 10-15 kg Kat 15 
tillering PI stage. DAG. 
(c) RestN and K at active tillering 
stage. 
9. Plant Protection For gundhibug controldust  Sameas alluvial soils. 
Malathion @ 30 kg/ha or 
spray monocrotophos or 
endosulfan @ 0.4 kg a.i./ 


ha during afternoon hours 
when 1 or more bugs/hill 
are seen. 


itute, Cuttack-753006. 


Yv. Singh, K.P. Jha and S. Sasmal work in the Central Rice Research Insti 


IES CHILDREN WERE SOLD 


STATE GOVERNMENT DEN. 
strongly denies areport published inasection of 
the press about the sale of children by 4 starving family in Badagamada 
village in Bolangir district. A reporter approached Dambaru Bhoi and 
wanted to take hi i ari and Jemati, the children of 

that he would make arrangements 


Hrudananda, 
had been jssue' 
they werenot in direne 


not arise. 


Flyash emerging from coal based thermal power 

stations has become a cause of concern to the 
environmentalists all over the world. It pollutes 
air, causing serious breathing problems; it also 
changes the physical texture as well as chemical 
composition of soil, thereby affecting the local 
vegetation pattern. In our State, Talcher Thermal 
Power Station and NALCO Captive Power Plant 
together emit hundreds of tons of flyash everyday, 
which the ash ponds of the factories are 
inadequate to accommodate. Lighter components 
of the flyash fill the air. Therefore, the 
environmentalists and the technologists have given 
serious thought to find out ways and means to 
put this hazardous waste into use. At present, a 
part of it is utilized to fill the abandoned mines 
and low lands, but that is not enough. The 
suggestions to use flyash in road making or brick 
making have proved to be very attractive. 
However, it has been claimed that the use of flyash 
in agricultural fields can boost the production of 
‘certain crops like sun flower and ground nut (Patil 
et al, 1993). 


The physico-chemical properties of flyash 
determined by Warambhe et al, 1993 are 
presented in Table-I. It can be observed that 
about 61% of flyash have particle size less than 
0.25 mm and only 29% have size of 0.25 mm or 
above. Because of this, flyash has no colloidal 
properties. It is very sparingly soluble in water. 
Besides, its bulk density is 1.41 mgm, which 
makes lighter and ideal for applications to heavy 
soil. It also has high water holding capacity 
(maximum 39.85%). : 


Orissa Review # October - 2001 


Use of Flyash in Agriculture : Problems and 
Prospects 


Nandita Swain 
Ramesh Chandra Parida 


Flyash is almost neutral (pH=7.5)- 
Although poor in major soil nutrients like nitrogen 
and phosphorous, it contains useful qualities of 
Potash (0.12%), Cao (1.5%), Mgo (0.83%) and 
Zn (100 ppm). But it is also rich in Mn (187-5 
ppm), Cu(87.5 ppm) and B(345 ppm). The high 
levels of Cu and B are known to cause toxicity in 
certain crops. Therefore, those should be 
removed from flyash by leaching and watering 
before use in agricultural fields, which is a time 
taking process and needs storage facilities (Aitken 
etal, 1984). However, Patil et al, (1993) have 
claimed to have obtained higher yield of sun 
flower and ground nut by applying flyash as such 
to the ficid (Table 2). According to them, besides 
the supply of various nutrients and micronutrients 
(as shown in Table1 ), flyash reduces crust 
formation and make soil friable, which are the 
Teasons ofits beautiful effects. 


_ Some research workers claim that flyash 
Contains minor quantity of thorium, aradio active 
substance. Therefore, careful study to evaluate 
whether radio activity gets magnified in the crops 
S0as to reach a harmful level or not is necessa"y: 


Since huge quantities of flyash 35 
8enerated from the local based thermal powe 


inthe state, experimental studies on the pros 
an 


Ourresearchers, If. itis really found to be suitable 
and harmless for use in the fields, it can solve wm 
Serious Problems—environment pollution and f 
production, 


Cons ofits use in agriculture should attract 
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Tables Table-2 
Physic i ‘ 
y! epiaken properties of. Flyash Effect of flyash on soil crust strength and crop yield 
arambhe et al, 1993) (Patil et al, 1993) 
Properties spew 3) 199 
Phys; Sun Uncon- Ground- Uncon- 
tysical Properties Constant ae ae eee 
a Moisture (%) 0.45 yet Spey OO) igen) apes) arenes 
) Bulk density (mg m” ; ce ae a, ee 
Ss 141 
(ii) ~~ Maximum el ae NAGEL ANE ite EA Ve ED 
a capacity 30.85 Flyash 764 «(0.98 4,423 «1.94 1,500 1.95 
Vv) Solubility (% i See 
) Particle at ee (%) sia References : 
. More than 0.25 mm 39% 1. Aitken, R.L.; Campbell, D.J. and Bell, L.C. (1984) 
) Less than 0.25 mm 61% "Properties of Australian flyashes relevant to 
Chemical Properties = sernon utilization," Aust. J. Soil Res., 22 
(vi) 7443-453. 
2 PH 755 : 
oe Organic Carbon (%) 031 2, Mishra, L.C. and Shukla, K.N. (1986). "Effects of 
vit) Total N (%) 052 flyash deposition on growth, metabolism and 
(x) Available N(%) 0,0037 dry matter production of maize and soyabean," 
& Total P,O, (%) 0.086 J. Envir. Pollution, 42 (1): 1-13. 
ay “Available P,O, (%) 0.0021 3, Patil, C.V.;Math, K.K. and Prakash, S.S. (1993), 
(ai mee K20(%) 0.172 "Blyash for farmers," Hindu, 27.1.93. 
(xiv) ia (%) ie 4, Warambhe, P.F.; Kene, D.R.; Thakare, K.K.; 
(xv) aO (%) : Darange, O.G. and Bhoyar, V.S. (1993 
Total MgO 0.83 (1993), 
(xvi T ey ; "Evaluation of physico-chemical properties of 
‘otal Fe (%) 033 
(xvii) flyash of thermal power station Konadi (Nagpur) 
1) Total Mn (ppm) 187.00 aakee hala : 
(xviii) P for its likely use in agriculture," J.Soils and 
(a Total Cu (ppm) 87.50 75-7 
i Total Zn (ppm) 100.00 Crops, 3(1): 75-77. 
Total 8 (ppm) 345.00 Nandita Swain and Ramesh Chandra Parida work in the 
Results are expressed in ovendry basis eed of ae fa and Humanities, O.U.A.T., 
Bhubaneswar -7 é 
josie 3 —— ane my 
| HUDCO ASSISTAN CE FOR ONGOING WATER | 
| SUPPLY SCHEMES | 
: d | 
. An additional assistance of Rs.1547.30 lakh in favour of Orissa | 
| Water Supply & Swerage Board (OWSSB) for completing the | 
| ongoing water supply schemes at Rourkela, Sambalpur, Jeypore, | 
| Kendrapara towns. The sanction was made by the Committee of | 
| Directors in its 150th meeting held at New Delhi. In the past | 
| HUDCO had sanctioned an amount of Rs.145.37 cr. for 12 water | 
| supply projects. ‘An account of time over-run and inadiquate | 
| augmentation of fund, Government had submitted a proposal for | 
| | 


this additional assistance. 


Pollutions are of varied kinds, such as, air 
pollution, noise pollution and water pollution, 
which cause much harm to the people individually 
as wellas collectively. Not until recently was noise 
considered as a hazard. During the past two 
decades, more people have become conscious 
of the problems of noise in everyday life. Nobel 
laurate Robert Koch has remarked that the post 
World War revolution has brought a threat to 
mankind : A day will come when man will have to 
fight noise as [he fights] inexorably as cholera and 
plague." 

Among all types of environmental 
pollutants, noise is the most prevalent and insidious 
one and it causes much harm to the human body, 
both physically and psychologically. It produces 
damaging effects, unnoticed. According to the 
famous Ear Surgeon, Dr.Samuel Rose, "You may 
forgive noise but your body will never." 


What noise is : 


Noise is normally defined as an unwanted 
sound. It owes its derivation from the Latin term, 
NAUSEA. Various professionals define noise in 
different ways. The Acousticians define noise as 
an erratic, inharmonic, meaningless or Statistically 
random variation in sound pressure. The 
Audiologists define noise as an acoustic signal 
used to elevate the hearing threshold to reduce 
the intelligibility of speech, while the 
communication specialists define as an acoustic 
or non-acoustic signal which reduces the 
efficiency of communication. Webster defines 
noise as a “sound. ..... that lacks agreeable 
musical quality, is noticeably loud, harsh or 
discordant.” 
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Catastrophic Hazards of Noise Pollution 


Lalit Mohan Rath 
Rajib Lochan Panigrahy 


Characteristic features of Noise : 


Just as ordinary light is composed of 
various rainbow colours (VIBGYOR), noise is 
usually made up of different frequencies of various 
proportions, Each frequency component has its 
own damaging potentiality. Noise comprises of 
sound waves that are uneven and jagged in 
appearance as viewed through an Oscilloscope, 
whereas musical sound waves are even and 
flowing. Generally, when a sound reaches at a 
certain volume or it includes varying frequency, it 
arouses the subjective feeling of annoyance. High 
tones are more annoying than lower ones. 
Continuous or intermittent sounds are often more 
distressing than the short-lived sounds with long 
intervals in between, Unusual sounds are more 
disagreeable than the familiar ones. Those disturb 


our sleep or produce fear are particularly 
exasperating. 


The annoying potentiality of noise is 
extremely difficult to measure as it depends on 
many subjective factors besides the loudness of 
Sound. Just as the sound of water in a fountain 
may be pleasant even though it is much louder 
than the noise of aman-made machine. 


The relationship between the source of 
sound and the individual is an important factor. i 
a type of work the person likes doing or is useful 
to him produces the noise then it may be neither 
annoying nor undesirable. But when the nosy 
work is disliked or is done by someone else; : 
soon arouses an annoyance. 


Measurement of Noise 


= Intensity of noise is measurable in “bel”, a 

eee after Alexander Graham Bell. A 

sn oe 1/10th of abel. The threshold of hearing 

ae . The following table gives the sound levels 
ich are encountered in the day to day life : 


Common Noise Levels 
(According to Roger B Mass 1972) 


Soun dL age 

29 Approximate threshold of 

20 hearing 

30 Tick of wrist watch 

35-4 Whisper at 5 feet 

5 a 0 Country residence 

60 Average office noise % 

70 Average conversation 

70-8 Telephone bell 

7 ae Average street noise 

15 5 Tape recorder, Radio, T.V. 

80 Automobile 
Alarm clock and domestic 
quarrel 

80-85 Data Processing Equipment 

90° inaktice 

99 Noise in heavy traffic 

9 ‘i 10 Loud street noise 

100 Loud speaker 

100 Aeroplane 

-110 Motorcycle 
105-115 Power lawn -mower 
i Motor hom 
9 Thunder clap 

140 Human tolerance 

140-145 45 Magnum Pistol 

150 Asiren 

150 Makes aman most 
uncomfortable 

150-170 Jet engine, Rocket 

160 ‘A man definitely suffers from 
headache 


200 Causes destruction 
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It is apt to note that a decibel progresses 
logarithmically. Each jump of 10 db means a ten 
fold increase in sound intensity. For example, 60 
db sound is ten times as a 50 db sound and 100 
times (10*10 = 100) as intense as a40 db sound 
and 1000 times (10*10*10= 1000) as intense 
as a 30 db sound and Soon. That is, the human” 
ear perceives each 1 0 db increase as an 
approximate doubling of loudness. 


Source of Noise : 

Normally, we understand traffic as the 
common source ofnoise. But there are many other 
factors that add to the problem to be more acute. 
Accordingly, those have been classified under 
three categories such as- (i) Industry and 
Machinery (ii) Transportation (surface and air) 
and (iii) Certain forms of entertainment and 
community activities. 

Rapid industrialization has posed a serious 


threat to the modern world. The satanic sound 


produced by the industries and modern 


machineries spoil the peace of mind and create 
more confusion. 4 

Fast increasing transportation, over 
crowding number of ‘vehicles and use of gashoms, 
produce unpleasant noise 
settlement unbearable. 

Entertainment and community activities, 
instead of being blessings, have become a, curse. 
The use of loud speakers, high sounding musical 
instruments like band party in full volume, has 
become a nuisance in the modem society. 


and makes the human 


Measurement of Sound Levels 


An instrument to measure sound intensity 
consists of devices to sense the sound pressure 
It compares this value with a reference Saund 
pressure and takes the logarithm of this ratio to 
indicate the Sound Pressure Level (SPL). A sound 
level meter thus consists of a condenser. 
microphone, weighing networks, indicating aces 
amplifiers and attenuators. ; 


The response of the human ear to a sound 
varies with its frequency, whereas the sound level 
meter gives equal response to all the frequencies 
of the sound. In order to incorporate varying 
frequency response in the instrument, three 
electronic networks are used. These standard 
circuits are internationally accepted and are 
referred to as A , B and C networks. These 
networks pass the signal unchanged at 1000 cps 
and attenuate the signal in a prescribed manner at 
higher and lower frequencies. The weighing 
network “A“ corresponds most closely to the 
response of human ears to the sounds. 


Effect of Noise on Human Body 


* Noise can cause a sudden rise in blood 
pressure. 


* Noise can cause stress. 
me Noise can tense muscles. 


* Noise can cause changes in the diameters 
of the blood vessels. 


Damage Risk Criteria (DRC) 


Attempts at eliminating human exposure to 
noise have been based on Damage Risk Criteria 
(DRC). The purpose of such criteria is to define 
the maximum permissible levels ofnoise for stated 
durations, which ifnot exceeded, would result in 
an acceptably small effect on hearing levels over 
aworking lifetime of exposure. The following table 
indicates the sound levels and the duration for 
which these are permissible in each day of the 
work shift as enforced to control the occupation 


RAIRHAKHOL BYELECTION 


In the byelection to the Orissa Legislative Assemb 
September 20, 2001, Shri Sanatan Bisi of the BID has b: 
elected from Rairhakhol seat. Shri Bisi defeated his ne 
amargin of 14,561 votes. The byelection had been nec 


to the death of Duryodhan Sohela. 
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exposures by Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), USA. 


PERMISSIBLE NOISE EXPOSURES 
Duration per day Sound level 


(Hours) db a 
8 90 
4 95 
2 100 
1 105 
Y, 110 
Ys or less 115 


$$ 


Harm that noise does to you 
Infrasound affects behaviour 
Noise causes brainwash 
Noise administers behaviour 


Noise causes masking effect on 


hearing. Noise causes danger 


Noise controls consciousness 
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The National Archives 


Preserving for Posterity 


PIB Feature 


os National Archives of India (NAV is the 
= Sed of the non-current records of the 
en of India and is holding them in trust 
uy use of administrators and scholars. Itis an 
cs ed office under the Ministry of Culture. It 
S set up in March 1 391 at Kolkata as the 

D Perial Record Department and shifted to New 
an following the transfer of the capital in 1912. 
os NATis not only responsible for keeping in 
ania custody the records of the various Ministries 
‘: ae ePartments of the Government of India but 
to ioe, engaged in devising suitable mechanisms 
P eee the management of their records in 
ae manner so that they can be easily 
by administrators and scholars. This task 

a assumed greater significance following the 
Mean of the Public Records Act in 1993 
A ch empowers the Director General, National 
"chives of India, to regulate the management, 

a aaa and preservation of public records 
€ Union Government, Union Territories, 
oo sector undertakings, statutory bodies and 
k ‘Porations, commissions and committees 
Onstituted by the Union Government or Union 
ettitory Administrations. The fianctioning of the 
+ detailed under the Public Records Rules, 


Record Holding 


The record holdings 1 
Atchives run into 40 kms. of shelf 
“tein a regular series from the year 1748 onwards 

Ugh there are stray records of the earlier period 


n the National 


spaceareaand 


as well. Besides English, the records are in Arabic, 
Hindi, Persian, Sanskrit and Urdu. Apart from 
records on paper, there are records on palm leaf, 
birch bark and parchment. The records are 
broadly of four categories: public records, oriental 
records, manuscripts and private papers. These 
records focus on the activities ofthe later Mughals, 
the British East Lidia Company, the British Rule 
and the emergence and growth of the freedom 
struggle in India. They also shed valuable light on 
our social, pélitical, economic and cultural life. In 
addition, there is arich collection of private papers 
apart from more than 7000 microfitm rolls of 
records acquired from different countries such as 
Canada, Germany, Malaysia, Myanmar, United 
Kingdom and United States. 

The total holdings as on 31 March,2001 
25,996 files; 1,92,135 volumes; 
1,10,333 maps and cartographic items; 3,601 
Bills assented to by the President(s) of India; 
1065 Treaties and 2442 rare manuscripts. 


comprise of 35, 


Reference And Research 

The Research Room of the NAL is 
located in an air-conditioned hall where scholars 
from various parts of the country as well as abroad 
are provided all facilities to consultrecords relating 
to their field of research. Access to the records is 
governed by the Public Records Rules,1997. 


Te facilitate quick retrieval ofinformation 
from the record holdings of the National Archives 
there are various types of finding aids to help ae 


assist the scholars and other users. These include 
guides to the records, indices, press lists, 
calendars, descriptive lists and subject lists. A 
computerisation and digitization programme is in 
process to prepare an Automated Retrieval 
System with the help of tailor-made software 
known as Archival Information Management 
System (AIMS). 


Publications 


Since 1942, the National Archives has 
been engaged in bringing out various journals, 
volumes and reports that would facilitate in 
propagating the archival awareness in the country. 
Several outstanding and scholarly publications 
have since been brought out by the Department. 
Notable among these are 21 volumes of the Fort 
William-India House Correspondence; 56 
volumes of the Proceedings of Indian Historical 
Records Commission; Selections from English 
Records; Selections from Educational Records; 
Persian Akhbars; Selections from Orme 
Manuscripts; Bulletin of Research Theses and 
Dissertations; Proscribed Poetry banned by the 
British Raj; Descriptive list of Mutiny Papers; 
National Register of Private Records; Catalogues 
of Maps of Survey of India and Calendar of 
Persian Correspondence . Further, the technical 
aspects of’ records management and preservation 
have also been adequately taken care of through 
specialized publications like ‘Repair and 
Preservation of Records’ ‘Micrographics for 
Archives, Reprographics in Archives, Guide to 
Restoration of Documents and Elements of 
Management and Preservation of records, 


Further, to facilitate research by the 
scholars of other countries, the National Archives 
of Indiais collaborating with UNESCO in bringing 
out a set of six volumes under the Asian Chapter 
of ‘Guide to the Sources of Asian History’ to 
provide comprehensive information to users about 
record holdings housed in the National Archives 


Orissa Review # October - 2001 


of India, the State Archives and other custodial 
institutions. So far four volumes have been 
published. The Department also brings out a bi- 
annual journal, The Indian Archives. 


The major collections of private papers 
in National Archives are those of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Dr Rajendra Prasad, Dadabhai Naoroji, 
Field Marshal (Rtd.) K.M. Cariappa, 
P.S.Sivaswamy Aiyer, M.R Jayakar, Dr.B.R. 
Ambedkar, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Sardar 
Patel, G.K,Gokhale, Ramanujam and 
Purushottam Das Tandon. These papers offer 
insight into different phases of our freedom 
struggle, besides providing information on our 
customs, habits, rituals and social practices. There 
are also the Haldiya and the Inayat Jang 
Collections which are quite useful to scholars 
working on the political, social and economic 
Scenario of the 17th and 18th centuries. 


Training 


NAT has been conducting theoretical as 
well as practical training courses in various 
disciplines of archives kept since 1941 catering 
to the training needs of the records-creating 
agencies, custodial institutions both within and 
outside India, State Archives and Libraries for 
scientific management and preservation of the 
ever-growing documentary heritage. The Institute 
of Archival Training was organized in the National 
Archives of India in 1976 which was re-christened 
School of Archival Studies in 1980, The Schoo! 
also has a well-stocked library witha reading r00™ 
anda conservation workshop. 

Innovations 


The National Archives has invented 
Process of using heat and pressure in repairing 
and rejuvenating documents with the help ° 
cellulose acetate foil and tissue paper. This 
Process is known the world over as the Cold of 
Hand Lamination process. It has the uniqu? 


Orissa Review # October - 2001 


quality of repairing very weak, badly damaged 
Paper or documents. The Conservation Research 
Laboratory of the Department is constantly busy 
lesting material required for repairing documents 
and has recently been successful in formalizing a 
Process for rejuvenating palm leaves that have 
gone dry and are cracking because of age or loss 
Of flexibility. Another very significant achievement 
has been the fabrication of a portable fumigation 
vault for use in archives and libraries. The vault 
has been designed to reduce the time of fumigation 
and concentration of fumigants. Itcan also beused 
for drying of wet documents and for non- 
oe ee de-acidification of records. The 
aos has also made a breakthrough in 
ae out a substitute (Cellulose Acetate 

‘owder) for the imported Cellulose Acetate Foil 
after persistent research. 


The National Archives is also trying to 
a longevity to documents in its custody 
AB an elaborate microfilming programme 
ich is being practised by it for over three 
pecades now, and it is being used as a measure 
Or preservation of records against deterioration 
é = M use or loss due to natural aging and fading 
inks, The Reprography Division equipped with 
Modern machines not only attends to the needs 
of scholars apart from its normal functions, but is 
Abs engaged in the gigantic task of preparing 
ecurity microfilms of valuable records as @ 
Precautionary measure against loss by fire, flood, 
War and sabotage. This set of negative copies of 
Microfilm rolls is being kept inits Regional Office 
‘tBhopal. 
_ TheReprography win 
Microfilming unit which Visits various parts of | the 
‘Country to microfilm documents that cannot he 
tought over to the National Archives in New 
Delhi or its Regional Office/Record Centres 1n 
hopal, Jaipur, Pondicherry and Bhubaneswar. 


g has also a mobile 


Awareness 
eral archival awareness 


To promote a gen g 
ser-friendly 


among the people and to facilitate au 


interaction with the scholarly community, the 
National Archives has thrown open its gates to 
the interested public who are now taken around 
various wings of the National Archives- Stack 
Area, Reprography Section and Preservation 
Section and familiarized with the need for and 
methods of promoting archival awareness. An 
Archives Week is also organised which features 
exhibitions on different topical themes drawn from 
modem Indian history. A rich amalgam of public 
records, private papers, rare and contemporary 
photographs and press clippings help in tapping 
the public interest in the holdings of the archives, 
especially among the youth and student 
community. Mobile exhibitions are also being 
organised in different parts of the country to enable 
the public appreciate the archival wealth of the 


country. 

On July 6,1998, the President Shri 
K.R.Narayanan declared open the Museum of 
the National Archives to the general public. This 
museum, a pioneering endeavour to portray a 
representative overview of the multifarious 
holdings of the National Archives, is rich in its 
contents which by its value and display technique, 
promotes common people’s interest in archival 
holdings. The Museum is open to the general public 
onall working days of the National Archives of 


India. 

Atthe national level the National Archives 
of India acts as the Secretariat of the Indian 
Historical Records Commission (HRC) and 
National Committee of Archivists (NCA) which 
are guiding the professionals in management 
administration, preservation and use of. Peapitls, 
While the Indian Historical Records Commission, 
which was set up in 1919, isa high-powered body 
headed by the Union Minister of Culture and 
compri ses eminent historians, administrators and 
archivists, the National Committee of Archivists 

e 
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is a professional platform of archivists from all 
the States. The Department is also operating two 
major schemes of financial assistance for State 
Archives, voluntary organisations and individuals 
to facilitate proper preservation and microfilming 
of records. Likewise, at the international level 
liaison is being maintained with several bodies like 
International Council on Archives (ICA) and its 
South and West Asian Regional Branch 


(SWARBICA). Association of Commonwealth 
Archivists and Record Managers (ACARM) and 
the International Records Management Trust 
(IRMT). Apart from the above, professional 
experience is being shared with archives of various 
other countries under the Cultural Exchange 
Programmes and participation in international 
seminars and conferences. fee] 


ORISSA TOURISM 


Orissa Tourism is planning a food festival in Delhi to po 
during an interaction meet with the local tour operators 


13th September 2001 Shri G.N. Mohanty, 


visitors. The steps taken to 
boost tourism include novel 
ventures such as weekly 
cultural programmes every 
Saturday and Sunday in open 
air pandals at Puri, 
Bhubaneswar and Konark, 
and introduction of special 
package tours. 


The meetat Delhi was | 
organised by Orissa Tourism 


Tour operators and mediapersons were inv 
tour to see the tourist potentials of Orissa. 


pularise the Oriya cuisine. Speaking 
, travel agents and mediapersons on 


i hri G Director, Tourism, said that despite the natural 
calamities that struck Orissa in recent times, the tourist centres are intact 


and ready to receive 


ist offices abroad. An 
ts will attend the campaign. A CD 
Presentation on Toshali Resort, an 


Konark, evoked tremendous interest. 


ted to visit the State on a familarisation 
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a Teceives thehighest rainfall among countries 
a Parable to its size. Its landmass has gorgeous 
i oe al rivers criss-crossing it— particularly 
the oa the northern part. But the other side of 
ching Ory is this: one part or another of India has 
bi to experience drought conditions with 
up eee Therivers have been drying 
ab getting polluted. The underground water 
“sare shrinking rapidly. 

Ifwater management is not accorded the 
Pan it deserves, the country can very much 
toll h {to find itsel in troubled waters as the years 

aa Estimates.of the Central Ground Water 
ill are that the reservoir of underground water 
iis Ty up entirely by 2025 in as many as fifteen 
__ les in India—if the present level of exploitation 
Misuse of underground water continues. By 
Do 0, When more than 50 per cent of the Indian 
fie is expected to shift to the cities, fresh 
ew Ing water is expected to get very scarce. A 
tor, Category of refugees is expected to emerge 
hg that time: the water migrants. Future wars, 
isg €en or within nations will be fought on the 
Ue of water. 


Seenario 


Pop, India, which has 16 pet 
any ation, 2.45 percent of the 
| aly 4 per cent of the world’s He 
*ady has a grave drinking water crisis. 

stg rhe reservoir of underground water 
(Rc, ated presently at 432 billion cubic meters 

Ms) has been declining at 4 rapid rate of. 20 
: @nnually in as many as fifteen States with 


cent ofthe world’s 
world’s land area 
water resources 


¢ 


Rainwater Harvesting in India 
PIB Feature 


Srinand Jha 


major metropolitan centers including Delhi, being 
estimated to go dry as early as 2015 on account 
of over-exploitation and misuse. 


According to a study done by the New 
Delhi-based Central Ground Water Board, it will 
take just 2,600 additional tubewells running at an 
average of ten hours per day to exhaust the entire 
reserve of underground water in Delhi. Punjab, 
Haryana, Bihar, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Orissa have also been categorized by the Ground 
Water Board as the potentially ‘gray areas’. 


Problem 
The annual inter-State feuds over water 
are becoming more and more common in India. 
Per capita water availability in the country which 
was 5,000 cubic metres earlier, has dropped to 
2,200 cubic metres. This is against the world 
figure of 8,500 cubic metres. As aresult, India is 
fast approaching a phase of stressed water 
availability conditions. 
Several perennial flows like the Ganga- 
Brahmaputra-Barak are becoming seasonal. 
Rivers are dying or declining and aquifers are 
getting over-pumped. Thus, people have to 
depend on limited municipal water supply. 
Consequently, they are forced to rely on their own 
resources. This scarcity has led to the birth of 
water markets with private entrepreneurs doing 
business in supplying water tankers. This, once 
again, is putting pressure on surface and 
groundwater sources which are fast depleting all 
over the country. 
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Eighty-five per cent of India’s urban 
population has access to drinking water but 
only 20 per cent of the available drinking water 
meets the health and safety standards. 


Furthermore, there are serious 
inequities in the distribution of water. 
Consumption of water ranges from 16 litres 
per day to 3 litres per day depending on the 
city and the economic strata of the Indian 
consumer. 


The water in rivers is wasted as it flows 
into the sea and is not properly harnessed. The 
debate on dams as a means of harnessing water 
continues to make this issue politically and 
environmentally sensitive. No clear 
ecologically stable and financially viable 
solution has emerged.The poor state of local 
and municipal authorities renders them unable 
to provide basic water to the cities. 
Strengthening of local bodies could lead to 
another means of addressing this issue. 


* Policy 


India’s national water policy gives 
overriding priority to drinking water, The 
policy requirements of urban development 
projects include a drinking water component. 
India is developing both its ground and surface 
water resources. Current policies prioritize the 
utilization of static reserves to prevent ground 
water mining but development of ground water 
mining is very intensive in Punjab, Haryana, 
Uttar Pradesh and some other parts of India. 


India’s rainfall is temporal (with as 
much as 70 per cent rainfall occurring in four 
months) and the rain is also unevenly 

‘ distributed. With the glacier or snow-fed 
surface or river water, there is the multiplying 
problem of pollution. 


There are vast stretches of Indian rivers 
that are unable to support fish on account of the 
levels of pollution caused by the unwillingness or 
reluctance on the part of small and big industrialists 


to adhere to effluent treatment norms. While 
pollution is a problem, an equally important issue 
is to prevent the groundwater levels from declining 
any further. And it is here that the concept of 
rainwater harvesting comes into place. 


Rainwater Harvesting 


On account of inadequate awareness or 
planning, excess rainfall water has been getting 
discharged into the oceans after coursing its way 
through the drains and rivers. In effect, it is 
possible to prevent this wastage of water by 
storing it during the rainy season — for use as 
drinking water during the dry seasons. Or for 
allowing it to seep underground in the dry areas 
as a measure of maintaining adequate levels of 
ground water. This water can subsequently be 
‘recharged’ or pumped up for irrigational oF 
drinking water Purposes. And this is what 
rainwater harvesting is all about. 


There are different ways in which 
rainwater can be harvested. There is a method of 
what is known as ‘rooftop harvesting’ in which 
the rainwater is allowed to get collected in built- 
up tanks. This water can be used for direct 
consumption as also for recharging groundwater 
through simple filtration devices. Water can also 
be collected in tanks that have cement slabs built 
at their base to prevent the water from seeping 
underground. This method is usually employed in 
the desert areas of Rajasthan which often facé 

king water problem, 


Ancient Traditions 


Historically, Indians havebeen the world’s 
Steatest water harvesters, Proof of this is found 
ina variety of, archaeological material which speak 
ones functional Classification of rainfall regime 
Soil types, crop mixes, and irrigation techniques 
Gitbs ancient Indians, This evidence translates! 
a Proliferation of types of harvesting systems — 
rainfed, stream or tiverfed, and groundwater” 
based. Each of India’s 15 ecological zones ha 
systems adapted to local needs and micto 
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ecological peculiarities- such as artificial wells like 
khadins, typical to Rajasthan but which can be 
made and used to store rainwater elsewhere too. 
‘ the intricate networks of bamboo pipelines 
at carry water over inhospitable terrain in 
southem Meghalaya and are technologically 
adequate to function as a drip irrigation system 
for betel leaf plantations. Or the Mughal 
groundwater-based water supply system in 
Burhanpur town in Madhya Pradesh, so well 
engineered that people use it even today. 


Evidently, the art and science of collecting 
Water where it falls is then the ancient, ‘dying 
wisdom’ that needs to be revived to meet our 
contemporary fresh water needs adequately, 


equitably and sustainably. 


Governmental Initiatives 


The Government of India is well aware 
of this. Plans for adopting an inter-ministerial 
approach for tackling the water situation are being 
worked out while several state governments are 
enacting legislations to make rainwater harvesting 
compulsory in all housing societies, residential, 
commercial, industrial and other complexes. The 
Delhi Development Authority and the Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi have amended their existing 
building bye-laws, making it compulsory for every 
house or hotel, 200 yards or more in area, to 
undertake rainwater harvesting. 


Srinand Jha is a freelance journalist. 


UTKALMANI REMEMBERED 


Hon'ble Ministers. Shri Bis 

Shri Rahas B 

Biswaranjan offe' 
oceasion 


avichandan ane 


wabhusan H 
L.& P.R. Department, and Professor 


ihari Nayak, Director, 


ring floral tributes to Ut 
celebrated at Soochana Bhavan, 


of his birth anniversary 
October 9. 2001. 


Bhubaneswar on 


1 Shri Duryodhan Majhi, 


‘kalmani Gopabandhu Das on the 


Vidiadhar Suraj Prasad Naipaul, the Trinidad- 
born British writer of Indian descent, has won 
the Nobel prize in literature for the year, 2001. 
He won the prize for combining existing genres 
into a style of his own in works that compel 
readers "to see the presence of suppressed 
histories," the Swedish Academy said in its citation, 
The Academy singled out his work, The Enigma 
of Arrival (1987), in which the author Visits "the 
reality of England like an anthropologist studying 
some hitherto unexplored native tribe deep in the 
jungle." 


Naipaul was born in Chaguanas, Trinidad 
on August 17, 1932. His forefathers came from 
eastern Uttar Pradesh. His father, Seepersad, was 
asmall time journalist for most ofhis working life; 
he published a collection of short stories, 
Gurudeva and other Indian T, ales (1943) in 
Trinidad. Naipaul had been educated at 
Chaguanas Government School, Tranquillity Boys’ 
School, Port of Spain and Queen's Royal College 
before he won the prestigious island scholarship 
and came to England at the age of 18. He studied 
English literature at Oxford and later, worked for 


the "Caribbean Voices" programme of the BBC. 


He lived in England and devoted himself to writing. 
His important works include The Mystic Masseur 
(1957), anovel which "charts the progress of the 


Orissa Review # October. 2001 


Nobel Prize for Naipaul 


picaroon hero, Ganesh Ramsumair": Miguel 
Street (1959), the seventeen episodes of which 
i 


establish Naipaul as a humourist; 4 House for 
Mr Biswas (1961) 
Biswas, the prot 


@ novel in which Mohun 
Agonist is pain fully caught between 
two worlds; and The Mimic Men (1967), anovel 


portraying the character of R 


alph Singh living ina 
boarding 


house in London, Writing his memoirs. 

Naipaul has travelled widely and has 
written a number of books, n 
experiences. He has Visited India s 
he came to Bhubaneswar in 1998. His travel 
books, An Area of Darkness (1964), India: A 
Wounded Civilization (1977) and India : A 
Million Mutinies Now (1990) giv 
of the author's encoun 


ancestors, Among the 
Journey 


arrating his 


everal times; 


€ an account 
ter with the land of his 
Believers - An Islamic 
(1981) ana Beyond Belief / fslamic 


Ons among the Converted People 
(1998) present his ex 


countries, 


Excursi 


Periences in Islamic 


The state of Orissa, located in the eastern part of 
the Indian peninsula, is endowed witha chain of 
"ers (viz., the Mahanadi, the Brahmani, the 
Baitarani, the Subarnrekha, the Burabalang, the 
alae and the Rusikulya), a480 km. long coast 

ne with continental shelf areas measuring 32,279 
$q-kms. along the Bay of Bengal, and a number 
ofhill ranges in the southern and western part of 
the State, 


One of the special features of the rainfall 
Pattern of the State is that it is inequitably 
distributed due to variations in precipitation (both 
vbatial and temporal) and variations in 
pography, agro-climatic conditions, geological, 
Soil and infiltration characteristics, etc. Due to large 
Variations in slopes of soil and hill terrain, the 
rainwater flows at a faster speed through the flashy 
Streams and the chain of rivers into the sea. 
Though it receives an annual rainfall of 151cm, 
the all-India average is 119 cm, owing to large 
Variations in the rainfall pattern, the State has been 
Subjected to the vagaries of nature. Available data 
show that for a long time, floods, storms and 
droughts have been regular phenomena in the 
State. However, floods have occurred more 
frequently than other natural disasters. The high 
frequencies of floods in its large river systems like 
the Mahanadi, the Brahmani and Baitarani (which 
is shown in Table 3) have always caused havoc 
in their delta area. But whenever high floods in 
all three (¢.g., 1896, 1960, and 1961 ), or in 
More than one river systems (e.g. the Mahanadi- 
Brahmani flooding in1920, 1926, 1934,1940, 
and 1945; and the Brahmani-Baitarani flooding 
in 1881,1894, 1907,1941, and 1943) have taken 
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Natural Disasters in Orissa : Causes and Effects 


Binayak Rath 
Aurobindo Behera 


place, disastrous situations have resulted in the 
delta, The whole coastal plain becomes a vast 
sheet of floodwater and causes enormous damage 
to lives and property. 

It is a great irony that is that though the 
State receives a relatively higher rainfall generally, 
it faces draught conditions due to the irregularity 
ofrainfall. Not only is there a wide variation in 
rainfall among the different regions of the State, 
buta variation is also observed among the districts. 
Anexamination of the records of natural disaster 
in the State for the last two hundred years reveals 
that floods had have occurred more frequently 
than droughts, storms and epidemics. Floods in 
Orissa coastal plain have become a permanent 
feature in the sense that they have occurred from 
times immemorial and have been causing wide- 
spread loss of lives, 
property. 
(a) Natu 
An account of the major natural disasters during 
the 19th century reveals that floods had very 
frequently visited the deltaic area of the State. On 
the basis of remission of land revenue by the 
Government, the records show that, during 1820, 
the central part of the deltaic zone was severely 
affected by floods in the Baitarani, the Burabalang 
and Salandi. On the other hand, it was found that 
there were 24 major floods affecting the Puri 
district between 1834-1 866, 11 catastrophic 
floods affecting Cuttack district between 1830 - 
1868. The details of the damaging floods in 
Cuttack district are given in the next page. ° 


damages to agriculture and 


ral Disasters in the 19th century 
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Catastrophic Floods in the C, uttack District between 1834-| 868 


Number of 


Years 


Revenue 


Land Revenue No. of Revetment 


Breaches Collected (Rs) Remission (Rs) Breached at Cuttack 
1834-35 No record 12,47,122 1,94,363 


1845-46 322 15,62,086 
1846-47 54 16,76,893 
1848-49 204 15,97,116 
1852-53 1167 16,24,757 
1853-54 942 18,21,564 
1854-55 878 16,08,117 
1855-56 1373 16,43,554 
1857-58 Endangered 
1860-61 NA NA 
1868-69 NA NA 


Source: Floods in Orissa Rivers, Government of Orissa, Revenue Department 


In addition to floods in the eastern part, 
droughts and famines had wrought havoc in the 
southern and western parts of the State, which 
constitute the catchment of the rivers. The severe- 
most drought of the century was Orissa F. amine 
of 1866, that took a toll of thousands ofhuman 
and animal lives. 


An analysis of the frequencies of floods Over 
a period of hundred years between 1868-1967, 
reveals that both the Mahanadi and Brahmani 
used to cause frequent high floods in their delta. 
While the Mahanadi, the largest of the river 
systems in Orissa, had caused 30 high floods and 
41 medium floods during the 100 year period, 
the Brahmani had caused 24 high floods and 22 
medium floods between 1875-1967. The 
Probability of occurrence of high floods was 
estimated to be 3.83 years for both the rivers, 
On the other hand, the Baitarani had caused 14 
high floods and 14 medium flood between 1874- 
1967, with the probability of occurrence ofa high 
floods at an interval of 6.64 years. In terms of 
occurrence of medium floods, the Mahanadi was 
much ahead of both the Brahmani and the 


No record 


42,259 02 (163 ft. at Hurhuri) 
8,664 04 (233 ft. at Lalbag) 
34,913 01(93 ft-Madhar bund) 
42,346 Heavy inundation 

69,276 — 

69,759 02 ( 140'-Chonaghat) 
21,669 1(120’at Hurhuri Ghat) 
= Inundation of city 
NA Floods in Mahanadi, 

Brahmani & Baitarani 
NA Floods in Mahanadi, 


Brahmani & Baitarani 


Baitarani. Thus, the frequency of occurrence of 
high and medium floods is proportionate to the 
dischar, ging Capacity of the rivers. But the condition 
is reversed in the Case of low floods. The minimum 
number of low floods occurred in the Mahanadi 
and the maximum was experienced in the 


Baitarani, which is the smallest among the three 
rivers. 


The maximum frequency of occurrence of 
floods ofall magnitude: 
in two phases : 


accured in 
month. Eve 
Of these ry 
August, 


eS eee 
SS 
“ = 


mre for some years, floods had 
Of Se ed during last week of July and first week 
ia ptember. Contrary to the trend in the 
toe i and the Brahmani, July was the most 

- prone month in the Baitarani. Available 


Orissa Review # October - 2001 


data indicates that out of 10 major floods in the 
Baitarani during 1874-1954, 7 had occurred in 
July with the maximum number ofoccurrences in 
the last week of July. But more medium as well 
as low floods had occurred during August. 


Flood Frequencies of the Major River Systems of Orissa (1868-1967} 


(Figures of floods in numbers and probability in terms of years) 


High 


Probability Floods 


Category of floods 


Low 
Probability 


Medium 
Probability Floods 


Rivers Total Floods 
Floods , 
Mahanadi 9 30 3.83 41 241 28 3.35 
Brhmani =«77—Ststi«24 3.83 22 4.18 31 2.96 
4 6.64 58 1.60 


Baitarani 86 14 6.68 1 
—_ 117 _ 


Note: 
ze: The data fo 


1875-1967 and 1874-1 967 respectively. 


So 
Mtce: B.N. Sinha, 


December, 1980. 


nthe coastal 


In view of the frequent floods i 
bow] of the 


"egion, which is considered the rice 
tate, the British Government undertook a number 
00d control measures to protect the people 
“ay the fury of floods and also to increase the 
’Venue of the State. A number of protective and 
Productive works in the form of barrages/welrs, 
‘Version of water through canals, 
“mbankments, free distribution of flood waters, 
tention reservoirs in the upstreams of the rivers 
Nd open artificial outlets of the river to the sea 
fre taken up by the Government. Owing to 
®avy flooding in 1850s and 1960s, Sir Arthur 
tton was requested to plan some protective 
Casures, In view of the Great Orissa Famine, 

: 866, he designed an integrated system of 
"gation, flood control, and navigation forall the 
tee major river systems and most of those 


"Social Costs of Floods in Orissa, 


7 


Tot 
al 262 68 = 
i relates to the period between 


r the Brahmani and the Baitaran 


"in Bharatiya Samajik Chintan, March- 


constructions were taken up as post-relief 
measures. Accordingly, a part of the money 
earmarked for ex-gratia relief was used to 
construct barrages across the Mahanadi, the 
Brahmani, and the Baitarani. The associated 
canals were so designed that one of the 
embankments of the canal will provide flood 
protection and the other to provide road facilities 
for communication with the hinterland. The canals 
were also made navigable. Adhering to the policy 
of the British Government, when India became 
independent, our Planners pursued the same goal 
and attempted to strengthen the protective policies 
by taking of multi-purpose river-valley project 
with high dams. i 
Besides examining the magnitude of floods 


and the flood control measures in the State, wit} 
a view to studying the trends of natural Cie 
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in Orissa, we collected data from various sources 
and compiled for a detailed analysis. An 
examination of the history of natural calamities 
reveals that in spite of our Government 
undertaking a number of flood control measures, 
floods still constitute the major natural disaster 
for the State. The quarterly figures indicate that 
the trend of high floods have remained more or 
less the same during the century. On the other 
hand, with respect to the occurrence of storms 
and cyclones, significant changes have taken place 
over the period. The intensity of cyclones had kept 
on increasing with the last blow to the State due 
to devastating heavy cyclone of October 17-18, 
1999, followed by the super cyclone of October 
29-30, 1999. It is estimated that the last year of 
the 20th century was an unprecedented year for 
the economy of Orissa in terms of loss of human 
and cattle wealth, damages of crops, trees, 
destruction of dwellings, loss of livelihood and also 
in terms of damages to the social overhead 
facilities. Our compiled data further shows that 
while during the first and the second quarter of 
the century, the number of major cyclones and 
storms hitting the State were one and two 
respectively, during the third quarter their number 
increased to 12 and 8 respectively. It is also 
observed that most the severe cyclones had taken 
place in two phases, i.e., either between October- 
November or between May -June period of the 
year. In addition to the climatic changes in the 
region, there are many man-made causes like 
deforestation, man’s penetration to the flood and 
cyclone prone zones, loss of mangroves in the 
coastal area and the urbanisation process are 
identified as the causes of frequent occurrence of 
storms and cyclones. 


On the other hand, when the occurrences 
and effects of epidemics and droughts had gone 
down due to spread of medical facilities and 
improvement in food distribution system 
respectively, anew form of disaster, viz. the heat 
"wave, has started affecting the people of the State. 


Other natural calamities were not very significant 
for the State. 


Since floods are the most frequently 
occurring calamity for the State (around 3% of 
the SDP from agriculture is damaged due to 
floods), we have attempted to investigate the 
causes of floods and their impact. With the help 
of the findings of various studies and committees, 
the basic causes of floods are identified as follows: 


7 Wide gap between the delta and the 
catchment of the rivers. 


Frequent occurrence of low pressure 
waves in the Bay of Bengal .Concentrated/ 
Heavy rainfall in the catchment area. 


Peculiarity of the deltaic region, i.e., the 
Baitarani, the Brahmani and the Mahanadi 


use to drain each other in their lower 
reaches. 


High off-shore currents in the sea. 


Basin-shaped delta, where the lower 


estuarine ranges are higher than the middle 
portion of the delta, 


Development of coastal sand ridges. 


Formation of Natural Levees at a 
Teasonable higher level, 


Choking of the river mouths. 


Reduced discharging capacity in the 
estuarine range. 


Meandering channels of the major river 
systems. 


No direct Opening of the rivers to the sea. 


Orissa Floods, 200] ~ 


1926-1950 
Floods 06 08 
Droughts 1 01 
Epidemics 04 01 
Storms/ 01 02 
Cyclones 


Total 12 12 


°fechnology, Helsinki, Finland (August 20-23, 2000). 


Binayak Rath is Professor of Economics, I.1.T., Kanpur. 
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Figures in terms of number of occurrences 


Quarterly time periods 
1951-1975 


Disaster 1900-1925 
a ee 
07 06 oF 


03 


Trends of Major Natural Disasters in Orissa during the 20th Century 


1976-1999 Total 


Aurobindo Behera is Managing Director, O.S.DM.A., Rajiv Bhawan, Unit-V, Bhubaneswar. 


07 
06 
23 


Hot Waves - - = 
ee VES iyo silos wort eT Te 
21 18 65 


- €xcerpt of the paper presented at the 9th International Planning History Conference held at Helsinki University 


Natural disasters cannot be prevented, but the 
damages caused by them can be minimized 
by way of a comprehensive preparedness 
technique and a rational planning. Keeping this in 
view, the United Nations launched the 
International Decade for Natural Disaster 
Reduction (INDNR, 1990-2000), thereby 
shifting the focus ofattention from rescue and relief 
to preparedness and mitigation. As the decade 
came to aclose, the super cyclone of 1999 that 
hit the coastal districts of Orissa taught us the 
paramount significance of preparedness to face 
the fury of the disasters. In this paper, an attempt 
has been made to highlight certain points of disaster 
preparedness in the management of natural 
disasters in Orissa. 


Early Warning 


People living in disaster prone areas can 
take steps to save lives, reduce losses, speed 
response, and reduce human suffering when they 
receive timely warnings. Scientists are developing 
more accurate warnings by deploying better 
sensors to measure key variables, employing 
better dynamic models. Thereby they have 
developed a better understanding of the causes 
of disasters. Warnings can now be made months 
in advance, in the case of a drought, a little in 
advance before an earthquake. Computers are 
being programmed to respond to warnings 
automatically, shutting down or appropriately 
modifying transportation systems, life-lines, 
manufacturing processes, etc. There is a greater 
need of these techniques in a perennially disaster 
-prone state like Orissa. Substantial improvement 


NN 
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Disaster Preparedness in Orissa 


Kahnu Charan Dhir 


can be made if the providers of warnings can 
become better co-ordinated and if they can better 
utilize the opportunities provided by existing and 
new technologies. It is high time, the district record 
rooms, the most reliable formal means of 
disseminating warnings and disaster related 
information, were provided with suitable 


equipments. 
Response of the Community 


Dissemination of warning is a futile exercise 
ifthe vulnerable community does not respond to 
it effectively, as it happened during the super 
cyclone of 1999. Despite the timely warning by 


= Sn * att) 
Individual dwelling unit built by CARE 


Indian Meteorological Department, many people 
did not move out of the vulnerable areas. 


In order to sensitize and educate the 
community to remain alert and sufficiently 
sali to face the disaster, Community base 
a Preparedness Programmes are being 

plemented in Orissa both by government and 


ton government agencies. Government of Orissa, 
'n collaboration with UNDP has taken up 
Berneotation of"Block Disaster Preparedness 
acreage in ten pilot blocks:Astarang, 
a lanaga, Balianta, Balikuda, Ersama, Ganjam, 
eo Kantapada, Mahakalapada and 
Sajnagar. The activities of the Programme 
Include : 


® Preparation of Block and Gram Panchayat 
Disaster Management Plan for the above- 
mentioned ten blocks. 

oO : , 
Preparation of Village Contingency Plans 
for cyclones and floods for all villages of 
the these blocks. 

LO) nae 
Organisation of Training of Block and 
Gram Panchayat functionaries in disaster 
preparedness. 

® Training Programme for the task force 
constituted from the village preparedness 
exercises. 

® Mock drills at the Block/GP level involving 
all stake-holders. 

® Networking ofall government departments 


and NGOs/CBOs for disaster 
preparedness. 
untrained 


Sri There are instances of an 
thro panty, responding toa disaster effectively 
ugh its indigenous techniques. Efforts should 

© made at government and non-government 
€vels to employ the rational techniques ina 


Scientific way. 


Our recent experience shows that due to 
state, an awareness 


t ‘ 3 
he exercises made in the 


among the people has been generated and they 


ave responded positively during the floods of 


001, 

he) nue community can be better prepared if 
disaster preparedness finds a place 1n the 
Curriculum of schools and colleges.In this regard, 


the curriculum followed in Thailand, Japan and 


&ven U.S.A. may be experimented. 
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Cyclone Shelters: Symbol of Safety 


: Construction of multi-purpose cyclone 
resistant community shelters for providing safe 
and secure accommodation to the vulnerable 
population constitutes the most important 


Cyclone shelter at Badatotachapali in 
Mahakalapara block built by CASA 


preparedness programme. The cyclone shelters 


are to be of various shapes, which will be strong 
Jonic storms and 


enough to withstand extreme cyc 
have the best response to aero-dynamic effects. 
During the super cyclone, 1999, more than 
40,000 people took shelter in 23 cyclone shelters 
constructed by Indian Red Cross Society with 
financial assistance from German Red Cross and 
KFW. However, lessons learnt from this 
experience have led the Government and non 
government agencies to put up more cyclone 
shelters in the coastal zone. IIT, Kharagpur has 
recommended 512 locations for this purpose. By 
now, more than 50 such shelters have been 
constructed and more than 50 are under 
construction. Committees are to be set up at village 
level for taking responsibility of maintaining these 
shelters. Fund should be earmarked for this 
purpose. Villagers should be mobilised to raise 
funds. 


The village committees formed by Indian 
Red Cross have done commentable job in this 
regard. CASA has been successful in mobilisin 
the community for the maintenance of shelters, . 


Jagatsinghpur district, the village committees 
charge a little money for using the shelters for 
social functions and running training programmes. 


Except during disasters, the shelters are 
the centres of multifarious activities. Villagers 
assemble here to discuss the problems faced by 
them. People are trained in the techniques of 
disaster preparedness. Tips for disaster 
preparedness may be written on the walls of the 
community shelters. 


Communication 


Communication gets disrupted during 
disasters, thereby making it more difficult to have 
access to the affected areas. During floods, boats 
serve as the only means of communication with 
the world outside. The problem of; non-availability 
of boats was sorted out by borrowing boats from 
outside. A good number of boats are to be 
deployed at the strategic points. The people living 
in the vulnerable areas are to be given support 
for construction of such boats. A voluntary 
organization named Project Aparajita has been 
engaged in this sort of work since the super 
cyclone, 1999. 


Telecommunication, which is vulnerable to 
disasters, can be supplemented by VHF sets, 
satellite telephones, Ham radios, and even by 
long-range high frequency radios, Steps should 
be taken to make these facilities available to 
people the vulnerable areas, especially in the 
remote areas. The situation has improved since 
the super cyclone. Telecommunication through 
fibre optics cable, which are cyclone-resistant, 
has been established with district headquarters, 
tahasils, blocks and even with a number of 
villages. Satellite telephones have been installed 
in disaster-sensitive districts, facilitating interaction 
between the State and district administration. 
Additional VHF sets have been supplied to all 
the districts, thus making communication with 
block and tahasil headquarters easier. The system 
has worked well during the recent floods. 
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Drinking Water 


Drinking water is acommon problem in the 
post-disaster period. During floods and cyclones, 
water bodies like wells, ponds get polluted which 
in turn gives rise to water borne diseases. Tube 
wells with raised platforms should be set up, as 
have been done by UNICEF and Lutheran World 
Service. People should be taught how to disinfect 
the polluted water. They should further be taught 
the sanitation measures to be undertaken during 
and after the disaster. 


Embankments 


There is a complaint that the long chains of 
embankments, built before and after 
independence, aggravate the flood situation. 
During the recent floods, 591 breaches were 
reported in these embankments. It is noticed that 
embankments protect one section and takes a toll 
on the other. These are supposed to protect 
People from low intensity and flash floods. But as 
floods become More fierce in intensity and 
duration, the embankments have failed to control 
floods. This is high time, there was a debate on 
the role of embankments in controlling floods. 
However, construction of embankments may be 
undertaken only after carrying out detailed studies 
on certain aspects such as reduction of valley 


Storage, problem of aggression and drainage © 
congestion, 


Documen tation 


Proper documentation of the occurrence 
ofnatural disasters, the steps taken at government 
and non-govemment levels to face them is of great 
help to disaster managers. A central data-bas¢ 
on the history of disasters, early waming, rescue, 
relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction activities 
should be made at the State headquarters. There 
can be no doubt that a significant progress in the 
field of disaster management has been made in 
the State since the Super cyclone of 1999. 
Community based disaster preparedness has 
been considered an indispensable part in the 
Programmes undertaken by NGOs. Since its 


inception in the aftermath of super cyclone, the 
Orissa State Disaster Mitigation Authority has 
been striving hard in this fields, thereby creating a 
disaster resilient community and making people 
Prepared to face any disaster in future. In order 
‘o prepare a comprehensive disaster management 
framework for the state, the recommendations 
given by Yoshawant Rao Chavan Academy of 
Development Administration, Pune are under 
Scrutiny of the State Government. Five sub-groups 
have been formed to give their recommendations 
On following disasters. 


(a) Water and climate related disasters 
(b) Geological disasters 
(C) Chemical, nuclear and industrial disasters 


Orissa, Shri M. 


His Excellency the Governor of 
Change in Culture - from Casua 
Prepare 

at Hotel Obera 


dness and Management in 
i, Bhubaneswar on 
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M.Rajendran releasing the book, "Toward A 
Iness to Preparedness" at a workshop on "Effective Disaster 
Orissa" organised by Voluntary Health Association of India 
September 20, 2001. Her Excellency the Lady Governor, 


Smt Susheela Rajendran is present. 


(d) Accident-related disasters 
(e) Biological disasters. 


Much remains to be achieved in the field 
of disaster preparedness. This will be possible 
only through intensive efforts, and collaborative 
action on the part of the government, voluntary 
agencies, private sector, and most importantly 
with the community. The conditions are very trying, 
but Orissa's march on the path of freedom from 


disasters continues. 


eww EE 
Kahnu Charan Dhir is Manager, OSDMA, Rajiv Bhavan, 
Unit-V, Bhubaneswar. : 
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Super Cyclone - 1999 


Reconstruction Update 


PRIME MINISTER'S RELIEF FUND 
Primary School Buildings 
Completed 453 
“ Work in Progress 291 
High School Buildings 
Completed 6 
Work in Progress 215 
CHIEF MINISTER'S RELIEF FUND 
High School Buildings 


92 completed (IDCO-58,OBCC-18,0CC- 
16) and 36 nearing completion 


Multi Purpose Cyclone Shelters 
Work in Progress 28 
Work on 32 commencing soon. 
Health Institutions 


Repair and reconstruction of 213 institutions 
started. 


High Schcol building at B.Nuagan built under CMRF 


Dwelling 


unit made under Indira Awas Yojana at 
Balapur in Satvabadi Block 
INDIRA AWAS YOJANA 


o 
Se 


1,35,636 dwelling units completed . 
* Construction of 76,467 in progress. 
ORHDC 


2, 
eo 


Disbursed loan amounting to Rs.25.71 crore 
to 1,09,008 beneficiaries in 2 instalments 
Construction of 17,464 houses in progress. 
OPERATION BLACK BOARD 

“se Construction of 4,420 school buildings 
undertaken, 3,000 completed and 1,420 
nearing completion. 


MPs LOCAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT 
FUND 


2, 
Do 


o 
Do 


Rs 5.6 crore received from 56 MPs (Lok 
Sabha). IDCO and OCC entrusted with the 
work, 

64 MPs (Rajya Sabha) provided Rs.6.35 
‘rore. Construction of 58 High School 
buildings under Progress. Work being 
©xecuted through HUDCO. 

Funds from other MPs expected. 


OTHER STATE GOVERNMENTS 
Maharashtra 


2, 
fe 


o, 
Se 


Programme: Rs 45 crore. 


* Repair of 23 college buildings over. 

* 12 school-cum-cyclone shelters completed, 
86 under construction. - 

Karnataka 

; ‘** Programme: Rs 15 crore. 

* Construction of 68 school-cum-cyclone 
shelters in progress, 1 completed. 

Gujarat 

* — Provided Rs.1 crore. Reconstruction of 19 
School buildings completed. Workat31 sites 
In progress. 

Arunachal Pradesh 

* Provided Rs 49.85 lakh. 

! Completed 5 cyclone-shelter-cum godowns 

Work on 13 in progress. 

231 Lift Irrigation Points repaired. 

Nagaland 

i Provided Rs 50 lakh. 

* Reconstruction and repair of 9 school 

i buildings and 9 health institutions taken up. 

adhya Pradesh 

Provided Rs 7.76 crore. 

Construction of 85 school puildings 

completed. Work on 76 in progress. 

* 765 LI Points and 8 MI Ps restored. 


% 


.°, 
% 


H 218 school buildings completed. 
UBLIC SECTOR UNDERTAKINGS 


TBPCO 


2, 
% 


2 school-cum-cyclone shelters completed. 


D.C, 


2, 
a 
oc 


10 multi-purpos¢ cyclone shelters 


completed. 
Caleutta Municipal Corporation 


ry gchool-cum-cyclone shelter 


* 1 prima 
N completed. 
llachal Ispat Nigam Limite 


Constructed 12 individual 


d 
dwelling units. 
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NCL Industries, Hyderabad 
“ Constructed 3 barracks, 1 dispensary. 


IFFCO 
“60 School Buildings completed. 


KRIBHCO 
“25 school buildings completed. 
¢ Constructed 100 dwelling units under IAY. 


ONGC 

“ 15 school buildings completed; 13 school 
buildings rearing completion. 

WORLD BANK ASSISTED PROJECTS 


Immediate Phase 
¢ Roads of R.D.Department: No. of 
packages-65, Estimated cost-Rs 58.54 


"e 


crore 

¢ Packages in progress-24, Expenditure- 
Rs 18.40 crore ‘ 

rks Department: No. of 


% Roads of Wo 
d cost Rs. 34.38 


packages-48, Estimate’ 
crore 

“ Packages in progress- 
Rs 7.23 crore 

Roads of Urban Local Bodies(H&UD) 
No. of packages- 53, Estimated cost 
Rs 16.45 crore 

«Packages in progress- 
Rs 4.08 crore 

“ Irrigation: WR 
packages-337, 
Rs. 72.69crore 

“ Packages in progress-95, Expenditure 
Rs.14.15 crore 

Further, in this phase, 67 Agro Servive 
Centers have been set up so far. 


a World Bank has been requested to appraise 
the short term project proposal(Rs. 767.90 
crore approximately) as most of the 
preparatory works for it have been 
completed. 


10, Expenditure 


14, Expenditure 


Department : No. of 
Estimated cost 


Courtesy : OSDMA, Bhubaneswar. 
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Orissa News 


GANDHI JAYANTI 


Minister for Panchayati Raj, Shri Surendranat 
Amar Prasad Satpathy, Shri Pradip Kumai M 
Ministers, freedom fighters, guests, students, s 


occasion. Glowing tributes were also paid to t 
birth anniversary. In the evening, a Bhajan Samaro 


12 LIFE CONVICTS FREED 


On the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti, State Government has ordered premature release of 12 life convicts 
including a female convict from different jails of the State. The National Human Rights Commission, 
New Delhi has recommended release of life convicts who have served aterm of more than 14 years 
excluding remission period, on the basis of. which State Government has taken the step 


BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF UTKALMANI Pp ANDIT Gop 


Birth Anniversary of Utkalmani Pandit 
October 9, 2001. Floral tributes were 


ABANDHU DAS 
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46.16 LAKH MANDAYS GENERATED UNDER 
EMPLOYMENT ASSURANCE SCHEME 


U ; 

ae hean Assurance Scheme of poverty alleviation programme, 46.16 lakh mandays have 

this er - a the current financial year, learnt from Panchayati Raj Department sources. Under 

en » 13.50 lakh S.C., 15.14 lakh S.T. and 17.52 lakh other persons have been benifitted. The 
ciaries also include 6.08 lakh landless persons and 11.57 lakh women. 


INCENTIVES TO POLICE PERSONNEL 
WORKING IN NAXAL PRONE AREAS 

St wt F 
ex Government has announced special incentives for the police personnel working in Naxal-prone 
th stn the State. The police men deployed in the areas will get 15% of their basic pay as special pay. 
¢ of death due to taking part in anti-Naxalite operation, the family of apolice officer above the 


ad will get Rs.5 lakh and that of the rank of Inspector and below will get Rs.4 lakh as 

ee ain Besides, the family will get the salaries of the deceased policeman which he would have 

aml tll his retirement as special family pension. Alternatively, amember of the family will get ajob 
ehabilitation, ifthe family of the deceased so desires. 


s or hands or one hand, one leg and an eye 
for aperson losing either one leg or one 
ming completely invalid will now get 
nvalid will get Rs.1 lakh. 


hash Compensation for a policeman losing both his leg: 
a for hiked from Rs.1 lakh to Rs.1.5 lakh. Compensation 
Rs as been hiked from Rs.50,000 to Rs.1 lakh. A person beco: 

.2 lakh instead of Rs.1 lakh and a person becoming partially i 


nthe Naxal-pron: 
ding in private a 
they can be poste 


quarters at the place of 


e areas can retain their govt. 
unt of the 


ccomodation would get double the amo’ 


Police personnel posted 1 
d to the place of their choice. 


ei : : : 
5 It previous posting. Those rest 
mal house rent. After working in such areas, 


NUE ADMINISTRATION RELEASED 


BOOK ON LAND REVE 
ed Land Revenue Administration 


Das, at Orissa Administrative Service Association Hall, 
dministrators playa significant role in the 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik released a book entitl 


of Orissa, written by Shri Raicharan 


hubaneswar on October 2, 2001. Shri Patnaik said that a ) i 
Process of socio-economic development of the State. He laid emphasis on devotion to duty and 


Maintenance of transparency in administration, which would goa long way in bringing the fruits of 
Progress to the poor and deprived sections of the society. Shri Das's book would show the way to 


Young administrators, he said. 
‘ple Minister for Revenue, Law, Fisheries and Animal Resources 


D Chief Speaker, Hon ; 

€velopment, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan appreciated the good work done by the officers in 

Managing reliefand rescue operations during the recent floods and hoped that they would continue to 
ri Shrinivas Rath, Addl. Development Commissioner 


tf } Be 
Cnder services to the people inthe same spirit. Ss i in, £ 
8nd Shri Sanjib Chandra Hota, Agriculture Production Commissioner also spoke on the occassion. 


he President of the Association, Shri Kishore Mohanty presided over the meeting. A vote of thanks 
Was proposed by Shri RN. Nanda, Secretary of the Assocation. 
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LONG TERM STRATEGY FOR THE BIRD SANCTUARY AT CHILIKA 


A long term strategy for the bird sanctuary at Chilika is being worked out, The help of the Natural 
History Society, Mumbai has been sought in this regard. Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, 
who was the Chief Guest at the function organised on the occasion of 47th Wildlife Week at Soochana 
Bhavan on October 3, 2001, said that it is our duty to protect wildlife. Hon'ble Minister for Forests and 
Environment, Shri Adwait Prasad Singh presided over the 

Principal Secretary to Government in the De 


Hon'bie Chief Minister released three books written on wildlife : Elephants in Similipal, 
Bibliography on Wildlife of Orissa and Wildlife Orissa. Successful participants in essay quiz, drawing 


and photography competitions and forest guards who rendered remarkable services, were awarded 
prizes. 


LAST RESPECTS PAID TO THE MARTYR, P.K.SATHUA 


Sepoy P.K. Sathua of the 9th Rastriya Rifles attain 
Kashmir. A tearful farewell was given to the dep 
Bhubaneswar. Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Na 
Patnaik, Shri Bijayshree Routray, Shri Rabi N 
Maharathi, Smt. Kumudini Patnaik, MP and Shri 
paid last respects to the martyr. 


ed martyrdom while discharging duty in Jammu and 
arted soldier, when his body arrived at the airport in 
Vveen Patnaik, Hon'ble Ministers, Shri Ramakrushna 
arayan Nanda, Government Chief Whip, Shri Pradip 
Debasish Nayak, MLA were among the people who 


The body was taken to his native villa 


ge Jirabadi under Jagannath Prasad Police Station for 
cremation. 


OGP—MP—PTS (|. & PR.) 49—2,000—22-10-2007 


His Excellency, the Gare of Orissa, | Shri M.M Rajendran gracing 
the function as Chief Guest on the occasion of Universal Brotherhood 
Day organised by Vivekananda Kendra, Bhubaneswar at Soochana 

Bhavan on September 11, 2001. 


hri Arun Jaitley meeting Hon'ble 


csectuad us on Minister for Law, § 
ef Minister, - Naveen Patnaik at his eacidente 
on September 12, 2001. 


ees 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Neves 


n Patnaik awarding a trophy to a 
police officer at 49th Annual Police Duty Meet organised 
on September 15, 2001. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 
at the Secretariat on Se 


ptember 19, 200}. 


olding a discussion with 
Panchayat Programme 
msat, on September 20, 
Shri Amar Prasad 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik hi 
tion of Pani 


the Collectors on the implementa 
and Biju Krushak Vikash Yojana, through Gra 
for Agriculture, 


2001.Hon'ble Minister of State 
Satpathy is present. 


e and Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Kashipur about their problems 


&® * 
see Prime Minister, shri A vere 
ti Naveen Patnaik discussin co D 

at Informatic Centre (NIC) 


through a Video Conference att 
on Septe 


Hon'ble Ch 
ief panies Shri Naveen P: 
e Secretariat 2 Si ae 
€ Hall o 


sing the Secr tar he d 
eta 
1eS ata meeting | 


GRAMSAT PILOT PROJECTOR 
DONSORED. bY= 
HORAN HISATION: 


} om EDT, OF moan as 
7 OF RURAL cael 


Hon'ble Ch 
ief Minister, Shri Naveen P 
atnaik havi 
in 


Gram 
Sat on Septembe oe cin 
26, 1001, with Collectors through 


lay ; ? H 
IR O¢AIRO 


ats 


: a, a Patnaik inaugurating a 10-beded Eye 
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 
Hospital a pianiieune on September 28, 2001. i esti Behera, M.P. 
and Shri Bikram Keshar! Arukh, MLA are p : 


7 E ms Patnaik inaugurating the 
i ‘nister, Shri Naveen 
oe Sena the Oriya daily, pee a Catsher4. 2001, 
anniversary celebrat Pe oni Lea de na ober 4,20 
Hon'ble Chief Justic Herre A ee 
and Editor, Sambada, us 


3 


OOOO 


=} 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnai 
the noted writer, Shri Mahapatra Nilamani Sahu on the death anniversary of Prananath 


Patnaik observed at Soochana Bhavan on October 5, 2001.Also present are 
Dr Prasanna Patsani, MP and Shri J.N.Mitra, MLA. 


k conferring 'Prananath Samman-2001' on 


Hon'ble Chief M 
Annual Conference of the S 

on October 5, 2001.Shri B.B.Mishra,Direct 

and other officers are present 


inister, Shri Naveen Patnaik addressing the inaugural session of the 
tate Vigilance Officers held at the Secretariat 


or, State Vigilance 


pila Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 
mt Reeta Verma at the inaugural function © 


organised by Kalinga Silpi Mahasangha at 
on October 7.2001. 


and Hon'ble Union Minister, 
f Women Artists conference 
Soochana Bhavan 


a : scussion on the development of 

urda-Nuapada road at a high level m' ing at the Secretariat on October 8, 2001. 

Also present are H on'ble Ministers, pri Ananga@ Uday Singhdeo and 
Chairman of the W.O.D.C, 


Shri Kanak Bardhan sin airm 
Shri Ainthu Sahu 4° admanabh Behera, MP. 


EL ine tas 
ts a cienabcdamah bitte ni 


His Excellency the Governor of Orissa, Shri 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik launching the book. Oyj 
Continuing Saga, published by the T » Orissa and Ta 


ata Steel in a fy 
on October 10, 2001. Also present are Hon'ble Ministers, Shri 


and Shri Kanak Bardhan Singdeo, 


(viii) 


ta Steel: A 


Nction held at the Secretariat 
Ananga Uday Singhdeo 


—— 


presenting a painting of the 
Shri Naveen Patnaik on 
hri Kanak 


ntaryami Meher 


'ble Chief Minister, 
for Industries, Ss 


present. 


Renowned painter, Shri A 
Mukteswar temple to Hon 


September 20, 2001. Hon'ble Minister 
Bardhan Singhdeo is 


ting the Fire 


ter, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugura 
g, 2001. Shri Padmanabh 


Hon'ble Chief Minis 
anagar on September 28, 
Keshari Arukh, MLA are present. 


Services Office at Bhanj 
Behera, MP and Shri Bikram ce 


bl 
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